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Holidays begin next Wednesday 

. AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Islamic Justice Mohammad MheSan Tuesday 
announced that Tuesday. June 2, was the lust That Hma and that 
consequently Thursday, June 1 1, wil be the first of the *Bd A1 Adba feast. 
Sheikh Mheilan extended congramlations to His Majesty King Hussein, 
the Jordanian people and the Arab and Islamic natiois. In observance of 
the feast, all ministries and government departments and public institu- 
tions wifi be dosed as of Thursday, June 11. till Monday June IS. a 
communique issued by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker said 
Tuesday. While the ’Eid boh day starts Thursday, the actual public 
holidays will begin Wednesday, which marks the Great Arab Revolt and 
Army Day. The country wBJ be bade to work on Tuesday, June 16. 
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Velayati meets Lebanese leaders in Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati said 
Tuesday be had agreed with Lebanese government leaders to support 
guerrillas fighting Israel in South Lebanon. Mr. Velayati also said the 
plight of two German hostages held by extremist groups in Lebanon was 
not a topic of discussion in an hour-long meeting he held with his 
Lebanese counterpart. Fans Bouez. But speculation was rife in Beirut 
that Mr. Velayati would make an effort to gain the release of the Germans 
in a meeting with Hizbollah security chief Abdul Hadi Hamadi, expected 
to be held in the Iranian embassy. Mr. Velayati met with Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rashid Solh after Mr. Bouez and later held a two-hour 
conference with Lebanon's senior-most Shiite religious and militia 
leaders. They included Sheikh Mohammad Hussein Fadb'lah, spiritual 
guide of Hizbollah, Hizbollah ‘s political leader Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah. 
Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi Shamseddin, head of the Shiite Supreme 
Council that runs the sect's day-to-day religious affairs, and Nabih Bern, 
leader of the Amal militia. No statement was issued after the closed-doors 
meeting. 
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King, Queen attend 
ABS graduation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor Tuesday attended the gra- 
duation ceremony of the fifth 
grade at the Amman Baccalaure- 
ate School (ABS). His Royal 
Highness Prince Hasbem was 
among the 50 graduating stu- 
dents. Queen Noor distributed 
certificates to the students and 
awards to excelling students, of 
whom Prince Hashem was one. 
The graduation ceremony was 
attended by Chief . Chamberlain 
Pricne Raad Ben Zeid. 

• 

Decree clears way 
for accords 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Tuesday en- 
dorsing decision which approved 
Jordan signing international pacts 
issued by the United Nations, 
indnding an international agree- 
ment on combatting racial seg- 
regation and an agreement on the 
nationality of married women. 
Another Royal Decree was 
issued approving the Jordanian 
currency issnance system.' 
According to the decree, circu- 
lated Jordanian currency will re- 
main acceptable till the Cabinet 
decides to withdraw it. 

Tourism campaign 
for Germans 
planned 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
met Tuesday under the chair- 
manship of Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and decided to 
launch a promotion campaign 
aimed at attracting German tour- 
ists to Jordan. It also' approved 
holding an annual gathering of 
Arab intellectuals ami writers in 
Amman. The gathering will be 
held this year between. Aug. 22- 
25 under the title “The Jordanian 
Novel and its Place on the Arab 
Map.*’ The Cabinet also 
approved (amendments to cus- 
toms duty enr air-conditioners and 
chassis imported for bus assembly 
plants. The decision, which was 
issued upon recommendations by 
the ministers of industry and 
trade, finance and supply, aim to 
encourage such industries in the 
Kingdom. 

5 ambassadors 
recalled home 


AnHrPW r0E AMMAN (J.T.) — Five ambas- 
AnCreW. . sadors have been recalled home, 
OWfl ways aits and are to be retired soon, 
according to informed sources. 
They are Ambassador to Yogos- 
, la via Ham Tabara, Ambassador 
: to Sudan Mohammad Afaneh, 
Ambassador to France Awwad 
A1 Khalidi, Ambassador to Iraq 
, Waleed Saad A1 Bataineb and 
Ambassador to Yemen Fafchri 
Abu Taleb. 

U.N.: $526 million 
pledged for Africa 

.GENEVA (AP) — The United 
^Nations said Tuesday it has re- 
ceived promises of $526 million 
towards an appeal to prevent 

■ millions of people starving in 

■ southern Africa. Jan Eliasson, 
the United Nations humanitarian 
chief, said the offers of help to 
the drought-stricken region were 

: “unusually generous. *’ The U.N.' 
: had appealed for a total $856 
million to help 18 million people 
in 10 southern African nations 
by a drought that has no 
1 in living memory. Mr. 
Eliasson told a press conference 
that the United States, the Euro- 
pean Community, Japan and 
Scandinavia were the main 
donors. He said be was confident 
that more offers of help would 
come in over the next few weeks. 
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Bush said to get 
funds to oust 
* v -Saddam 


NEW YORK (R) — A U.S. 
House of Representatives com- 
mittee has approved the spending* 
of $40 million in 1993 to help 
overthrow Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, more than double 
the current budget of $15 million, 
the New York Times said on 
Tuesday. The paper, quoting 
administration and other govern- 
ment officials, said the increased 
aid was approved by tire bouse 
Select Committee oq Intell- 
igence. If approved by Congress, 
Mm money would be used to 
expand the current programme to 
strengthen several opposition 
oups and individuals inside 
I, the newspaper said. 
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Assad accuses Israel of 
seeking war, but says 

Syria will not hit first 


Compiled from 
agency dispatches 

SYRIAN PRESIDENT Hafez AI 
Assad has accused Israel of seek- 
ing war with Syria in an effort to 
undermine the peace process, but 
said his country would not launch 
the first attack on Israel. 

President Assad, in an inter- 
view with the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation (BBC), said 
Syria would fight if attacked by 
the Israelis. 

Mr. Assad's remarks came 


against the background of rising 
tension between Syria and Israel 
and fears of a new Middle East 
war since the escalation of vio- 
lence between Israeli and allied 
forces and Lebanese resistance 
fighters. 

Syrian gunners based in Leba- 
non under an Arab League 
peace-keeping mandate opened 
up their anti-aircraft batteries at 
least three times in the past 10 
days against Israeli warplanes 
raiding Lebanease resistance 
bases close to the Syrian border. 



King telephones 4 Arab leaders 

HIS MAJESTY KING Hussein Tuesday telephone Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad, and exchanged views with him on current 
'Arab issues and reviewed the latest international development. 

King Hussein reassured Mr. Assad on the health of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, who in Amman underwent Monday a 
successful surgery to remove a blood dot. 

The King made similar telephone calls to Yemeni President Ah 
Abdullah Saleh, Tunisian President Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali and 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, tire Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 


No hits were reported, but the 
incidents underlined the possibil- 
ity of a Syrian-Israeli confronta- 
tion over Lebanon. 

At least 30 people have been 
killed and dozens wounded in 
Israeli air raids and ground 
assaults in Lebanon since mid- 
May. 

“Israel is the country which is 
seeking war," Mr. Assad said in 
the BBC interview. "It is commit- 
ting aggression against Lebanon, 
carrying ont raids against dvi- 
hans, (and) lolling women and 
old people using advanced 
weapons when it obtained mainly 
from the United States." the 
president said in remarks which 
were translated by the BBC. 

“Syria opened the door for the 
current peace efforts which have 
been blocked by Israel,” he said. 
“Therefore, Syria, which takes 
part in the peace efforts, did not 
plan at the same time to go to 
war, it is Israel which seeks war. 

"If war is launched against 
Syria, she will defend itself.” 

Defending Lebanese resistance 
against Israel, Mr. Assad pointed 
out that the Jewish state was 
occupying a border strip in south- 
ern Lebanon which it calls a 
“security zone." 

“The population of any coun- 
try whose land is occupied has a 
compulsion to fight against the 
occupier,” said the Syrian presi- 
dent. 

Israel argues that it is only re- 
taliating for attacks mounted by 
Lebanese resistance groups, led 
by the pre-Iranian Hizbollah 
movement. 

Mr. Assad said the Israeli gov- 
ernment of Yitzhak Shamir was 

(Continued on page 5) 


Shamir presses call 
for more settlements 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK (R) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has told Jewish settlers 
that their numbers must increase 
to end forever the possibility of a 
Palestinian state. 

“Even 120,000 is- not enough, 
though thank God we reached 
this and it is a great force,” be 
declared Monday. 

“We need more, more, to pre- 
vent forever the establishment of 
this calamity called the State of 
Palestine. It will not rise, it will 
not be,” shouted the Iiknd prune 
minister, who is seeking reelec- 
tion in a June 23 national elec- 
tion. _ . . 

“We must thrust forward ...• 
the land of Israel must be settled 
by Jews from one end to the 
other,” said the hardline prime 
minister. 

Mr. Shamir was in Psagot, a 
settlement of 150 families per- 
ched over the Palestinian town of 
Al Birch, to receive honorary 
citizenship. 

Latest polls show Mr. Shamir 


trailing opposition Labour Party 
leader Yitzhak Rabin in the run- 
up to the election. 

Mr. Shamir warned the settlers 
his political foes endangered 
Israel. "We must block the lef- 
tists' path,” he said. 

He said Israel was committed 
to peace talks with its Arab 
neighbours but vowed nothing 
could stop it from building “every- 
where in the land of Israel.” 
Arab-Israeli violence has be- 
come the hottest issue ahead of 
the election. Five Israelis died in. 
Arab-Israeli violence last week. 

About 50 settler rabbis 
gathered to protest' the wave of 
violence at a Gaza Strip Jewish 
settlement where a rabbi settler 
was stabbed to death last week. 

. They called for the death 
^penalty for Palestinian attackers 
and the expulsion of those who 
organise anti-Israeli activities. Af- 
ter the meeting, their followers 
invaded an Arab-owned orchard 
nearby chanting “Death to 
Arabs" until soldiers evicted 
them. 


Iran-backed rebels fight 
loyalist forces in Kabul 

KABUL (Agencies) — Iranian- 
supported rebels clashed with 
forces loyal to the Islamic care- 
taker government Tuesday, 
wounding scores of people, wit- 
nesses said. 

A full security alert was 
damped on the capital, breaking 
nearly three weeks of relative 
calm. ■ ,.' v - 

Tanks* and armoured vehides 
that had all but disappeared ram- 
bled again through the largely 
deserted streets, and many shops 
dosed their shutters. ChetAposts 
manned by dozens of armed guer- 
rillas stopped and searched vehi- 
des. 

Bursts of machine-gun fire re- 
verberated through parts of the 
city of 1.5 million. 

Doctors at the Red Cross Hos- 
pital said as many as six people 
were killed in the fighting and 45 
were wounded, most of them' 
civilians hit by exploding shells 
and gunfire. 

Other hospitals said they had 
received casualties but had no- 


breakdown. 

The fighting involved pro- 
Iranian Hezb-e-Wahadat (Islamic 
Unity Party), which has refused 
to join the new leadership that 
replaced communist rale on April 
28. 

Hezb-e-Wabadat, a coalition of 
eight small guerrilla parties that 
represent Afghanistan’s minority 
Shiites, is first demanding at least 
five ministerial posts and three 
deputy ministries. 

Fighters of Hezb-e-Wahadat 
fought pitched battles with the 
S unni Muslim forces of Ittehad-e-.' 
Islami in die western suburbs of 
Kabul on Tuesday, witnesses 
■said. - 

Guerrillas of a neutral faction 
stationed in the area said at least 
four people had been killed. ' 

A motor convoy carrying Jala- 
toddin Haqqani, a key figure in 
the ruling Mujahedee n coalition, 
was fired on by Hezb-e-Wahadat 
gunmen as he sped across Kabul 
'to mediate between the pro- 
Iranians and Ittebad-e-Islami. 


‘Libyan, 
British 
officials 
to meet’ 

CAIRO (AP) — Libyan and Brit- 
ish officials next week will discuss 
Libya’s crisis with the West over 
its refusal to surrender two bomb- 
ing suspects, Egypt’s foreign, 
minister said Tuesday. 

Minister Amr Musa did not say 
where the meeting will be and 
gave no exact date. 

“Libyan and British repre- 
sentatives will meet next week 
under tire aegis of the United 
Nations,” Mr. Musa told repor- 
ters. "The meeting will be within 
the framework of efforts to re- 
solve the Libyan-Western crisis." 

The U.N. Security Council 
slapped air, arms and diplomatic 
sanctions on Libya April 15 for its 
refusal to band over for' trial in 
the United States or Britain two 
Libyans suspected in the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 
over Scotland. 

Egypt has played an active role' 
in efforts to resolve the impasse. 

Usama Al Baz, President Hos- 
ni Mubarak’s top political aide, 
returned Tuesday from Libya’s 
capital Tripoli, where he met with 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadha- 
fi. 

Mr. Mubarak told local media 
representatives on Sunday that 
Cairo was involved in efforts to 
arrange a meeting between Li- 
byan and European officials but 
gave no specifics. 

The British have other business 
to discuss with Libyan repre- 
sentatives- Libya. has Admit- 
ted arming Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) guerrillas trying to 
drive Britain from Northern Ire- 
land but says it stopped and is 
ready to tell what it knows about 
the IRA. 

OIC meeting on Bosnia 

Foreign Minister Musa also 
■said a proposed meeting of Isla- 
mic foreign ministers on the 
Bosnia-Herzegovina crisis will be 
held in Turkey on June 17-18. 

He said be received messages 
about the meeting from the Tur- 
kish government and from Hamid 
Al Ghabid, secretary-general of- 
tire sponsoring Organisation of 
Islamic Conference. 



Palestinians slaughter sheep in front of the Pales- 
tine emb as sy In Amman Tuesday to celebrate the 


successful surgery that Yasser Arafat underwent 
Monday (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


Arafat recovering well 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter with 
agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat is recovering well 
after undergoing a brain surgery 
and was removed from the inten- 
sive care, unit (1CU) Tuesday, 
doctors said. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who remained with Mr. Arafat 
during Monday’s surgery at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre, 
called on the Palestinian leader 
Tuesday to inquire about his 
health. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said doctors at the centre 
reassured tire King of Mr. Ara- 
fat’s health and the King wished 
the chairman of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) a 
speedy recovery. 

Dr. Adel Shreideh. a leading 


neurosurgeon who carried out the 
surgery, told Jordan Television 
that Mr. Arafat was “continuing 
to improve" and that he was 
moved from the ICU to a suite at 
the hospital Tuesday. 

Mr. Arafat woke up after an 
uneventful night and moved ab- 
out in the suite, the doctor said, 
adding that the president of the 
State of Palestine was expected to 
be discharged in the next few 
days. 

Similar comments on Mr. Ara- 
fat's health were made by other 
doctors as well as his personal 
physician. 

“He is doing remarkably well,” 
said Dr. Yousef Qousous, head 
of the medical services centre. 

Although doctors have said 
Mr. Ararat’s condition was not 
life-threatening, the surgery 
underscored the precariousness 

(Continued on page 5) 


King says he 
is reassured of 
Arafat’s health 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
paid a visit to Yasser Arafat in 
hospital Tuesday evening and 
told reporters afterwards that 
the Palestinian leader was in 
normal condition. 

“I spent some time tonight 
with President Arafat and am 
now reassured of his health 
conditions,” the King said. 

“He is now in normal condi- 
tions and is r ec up erating,” the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
quoted the King as saying. 

It was the King’s second visit 
to Mr. Arafat on Tuesday. 

The King remained with Mr. 
Arafat during the brain 
am ga y the Palestinian lender 
underwent on Monday. 


Computerised civil registration, 
new section for parties planned... 


By Mariam M. Shahin with 
Petra dispatches 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Interior will introduce a com- 
puterised citizen registration 
system and will establish a new 
department for administering 
the affairs of political parties as 
part of its administrative re- 
forms programme. Minister of 
Interior Jawdat SbouJ said 
Tuesday. 

The two changes are part of 
comprehensive administrative 
reforms that Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker called 
for last month. 

Every Jordanian citizen will 
receive a registration number 
that will be fed into a main 
computer at the Civil Status 
and Passport Department. The 
number will remain the main 
source of citizenship identifica- 
tion throughout an individual’s 
lifetime, Mr. Sboul told a press 


conference. 

The Civil Status and Passport 
Department will begin registering 
citizens, including newborns, this 
summer and expects to complete 
the registration of all the King- 
dom’s citizens by the end of the 
year. 

The move to introduce adminis- 
trative reforms and changes are 
part of the programme of the 
current government, which has 
been charged with furthering 
democratic reforms in the King- 
dom. 

Mr. Sboul said the Civil Status 
and Passports Department had 
placed all the staff, indnding its 
director general, in one hall so that 
they can all be working face to face 
with and dose to the public. 

By this arrangement the citizens 
will not have to move from one 
place to another to have their 
papers completed, the minister 
added. 

Mr. Sboul also said that the 
number of employees in the de- 
partment had been increased so as 
to face any increase in the volume 


of work, especially at certain peak 
periods of the year. 

In a means to facilitate the 
issuance of passports. Mr. Sboul 
said, the department has started 
accepting applications for renewal 
of passports through the post 
offices. This, he said, will save 
dozens time and effort. 

By adopting these measures, the 
minister raid, the ministry hopes to 
enhance decentralisation and im- 
prove performance. 

But, he noted, amendments to 
law and new legislation are still to 
be enacted to help the decentra- 
lisation process to become fully 
successful. - 

Referring to arrangements in the 
Amman area, the minister said 
that new offices to offer guidance 
to dozens had been set up to save 
time and effort for people, espe- 
cially in matters related to work 
requiring dose contacts between 
the governor’s office and the secur- 
ity departments. 

(Continued on page 5) 


. . . but administrative reform has 
a long way ahead, experts say 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff .Reporter 

AMMAN — While Minister of 
Interior Jawdat Sboul 
announced plans for adminis- 
trative reforms in his ministry 
Tuesday, debate was con- 
tinuing among officials, ex- 
perts and politicians over how 
real impr ovements can be 
effected and positive change 
induced into the bureaucracy 
without increasing unemploy- 
ment in the country or taking 
revolutionary steps to upgrade 
civil service performance and 
salaries. 

Mr. Sboul’s announcement 
that his ministry had adopted* 
concrete moves towards reduc- 
ing bureaucracy is only one of 
many steps that this govern- 
ment intends to implement 
within- the next month or two, 
government officials say. 

Those officials maintain that 
a two-step plan has been 
approved whereby the citizens' 
interaction with government 
departments would be reduced 
to a minimum — in turn reduc- 
ing complaints of queues and 
delays in those departments — 


before Jordan's administrative 
system is overhauled. 

Meetings between the prime 
minister and several ministers 
which have direct dealings with 
citizens — including the minis- 
tries of finance and public 
works — have already pro- 
duced several plans of action 
by these ministries to reduce 
bureaucracy. 

However, the Sharif Zeid gov- 
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eminent may face opposition from 
other political tirdes and perhaps 
from within its own ranks over how' 
public administrative reform can 
be carried out, if at all, without 
increasing the rate of unemploy- 
ment in toe country which already 
stands at 25 to 30 per cent. Gov- 
ernment Officials say that steps like 
those announced by the minister of 
interior is “only an indication of 
what we are trying to do." They 
concede that the task of developing 
government departments will take 
a long time and, as one of them 
puts it, “is much more difficult 
thaw oik might think." 

Bnt even within the ranks of the 
government some officials com- 
plain that they cannot see how any 


reform can be carried out if em- 
ployment is still linked to the Civil 
Service Commission and its pay- 
ment scales. 

A senior official tokl the Jordan 
Tunes that attempts to recruit pro- 
fessionals from the private sector 
are hindered by the commission’s 
regulations which offer very little 
pay and few job incentives. 

“How can we claim to be car- 
rying out reform in government 
when a minister cannot recruit a 
professional with a contract?” 
asked the official, who requested 
anonymity. 

His doubts over the seriousness 
of these efforts and their applica- 
bility are shared by some other 
poTititians who also see that task 
“is a national necessity” but a step 
that requires proper assessment of 
toe side-effects most important of 
which is unemployment. 

Only this week, former Prime 
Minister Taher Masri told an audi- 
ence in Ma’an that “applying the 
correct procedures for administra- 
tive reform would require halting 
employment by the public sector 
which in turn would increase the 
level of unemployment." 

“We cannot introduce adndni- 
strafive reform without reducing 
bureaucracy (which is increased by 
additional employment), and ap- 
plying the proper lAiiinjui mjvg 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan 
explains 
stand on 
shrines to 
Morocco 

By a Jordan Times SlafT 
Reporter with 
agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein has sent a message to 
King Hassan II of Morocco ex- 
plaining the Jordanian position 
on restoring the Al Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock in 
occupied Jerusalem, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The officials said the message 
was carried by Royal Court Chief 
Khaled Al Karaki. who was 
accompanied to Morocco by Ruef 
Najem. deputy director of an 
Amman-based committee which 
has supervised the Dome of the 
Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque since 
1952, and Anwar Al Khatib. a 
former mayor of Jerusalem. 

Reuter news agency quoted 
Amman-based diplomats as 
saying that King Hassan. head of 
the Al Quds Committee of the 
Arab League, was trying to medi- 
ate a “dispute” between Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia over repairs 
to the holy shrines. But a senior 
official said Dr. Karaki’s mission 
was to explain to King Hassan the 
reasons why it was important for 
Jordan to handle the repairs since 
outside intervention could mean 
acquiecence to internationalisa- 
tion of Jerusalem which Arabs 
oppose. 

Jordan has rejected any 
attempt to bypass its historic role 
(Continued on page 5) 

Delegates 
leave for 
Earth 
Summit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
delegation led by Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeisbat headed for Rio de 
Janeiro. Brazil. Tuesday to take 
part in the Earth Summit, a con- 
ference which will be attended by 
delegates from 160 nations to 
discuss means to protect the 
Earth's atmosphere. 

The conference, due to open 
today (Wednesday), constitutes a 
turning point in international 
•cooperation towards ensuring 
sustainable development and pro- 
tecting the environment. Dr. 
Tubeishat said in a pre-departure 
statement. 

Over 10.000 people are due to 
take part in the summit, with 
another 11,000 participating in a 
parallel meeting of development 
and environmental groups called 
the Global Forum, according to 
conference sources. ' 

At least 100 world leaders will 
be among the participants in (he 
main conference, which aims to 
ensure continued cooperation 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iran blames foreigners, 
opponents for violent riots 


TEHRAN (R) — Officials in 
Mashhad — scene of Iran's worst 
riots in a decade — are blaming 
foreigners, enemy agents and 
opponents of the Islamic revolu- 
tion for the ouburst and faulting 
police for their failure to control 
the violence. 

Bur a radical Tehran daily, 
Salam, has pointed the finger at 
government economic policies, 
and at official silence about ear- 
lier smaller disturbances in other 
towns. 

In public debate about Satur- 
day’s Mashhad riot and who was 
to blame, Khorasan Governor 
Ali Jannati said in an interview 
published on Tuesday that 100 
shops and government buildings 
were wrecked and a schoolboy 
shot dead. 

He told the newspaper Jomhuri 
Eslami that interrogation of more 
than 300 people detained indi- 
cated “foreingers and agents of 
arrogance" were involved. 

But Salam said that blaming 
the riot on opposition and foreign 
provocation masked the real 
causes. 

It linked unrest with President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani's eco- 
nomic reforms. It said Iranian 
officials, who gloated over April 
race riots in Los Angeles, owed 
the people an explanation of the 
unrest. 

Residents in Mashhad said on 
Tuesday the city of nearly two 
million people in northeastern 
Iran had still not returned to 
normal. Many shops remained 
dosed. 

Many people stayed home, 
going out to buy food which had 
rocketed in price, with eggs, for 


example, costing double. 

Mashhad's mayor, identified 
only as Saberifar, told Jomhuri 
Eslami that the trouble starred 
when several dozen people sur- 
rounded a municipal patrol which 
had gone to check building per- 
mits at a new construction site. 

They burned two munidpai 
pickup trucks and beat up one of 
the drivers. 

Mr. Jannati said police 
apparently restored calm by 
arresting people who had burned 
the pickups and thrown rocks at 
fire trucks and police cars. 

But rioters regrouped when 
pupils poured into the streets at 
the end of the school day and a 
boy was shot dead in the melee. 

"Police displayed negligence in 
carrying out their duty to con- 
front opportunist elements. This 
matter wiU be looked into," Jan- 
nati said. 

Mr. Saberifar said police 
blamed the boy’s shooting on 
“monafeqin" — hypocrites — 
who he said took part in the riot 
"in an organised way.” When 
officials say "monafeqin" they 
are usually referring to the Iraqi- 
based Mujahedeen-e-Kbalq, 
Iran's most important opposition 
group. 

The rioters, holding aloft tbe 
boy's body and claiming he was 
kUied when municipality workers 
'destroyed an illegal building, 
went on a rampage, Mr. Saberifar 
added. 

Mr. Jannati said as dusk fell, 
rioters “destroyed, burned or 
looted about 100 government 
buildings, banks and cooperative 
stores." Mr. Sabrifar said 28 


municipality cars and seven buses 
were burned and several munici- 
pality offices were burned or 
wrecked. 

The head of Iranian judiciary 
AyatoUab Mohammad Yazdi, on 
Monday vowed “swift and deci- 
sive'* punishment of the rioters. 
Iran’s Islamic law prescribes the 
death penalty for anyone who 
uses arms to destroy public order. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, in a 
statement sent from Baghdad to 
Reuters in Cyprus, said 20 of the 
people arrested were executed in 
secret and the government plan- 
ned to execute many more "to 
create an atmosphere of terror 
and intimidation.” 

(It said the government had 
recalled a Revolutionary Guard 
division to Mashhad from the 
Afghan border).” 

The Mashhad riot followed 
smaller ones in at least two other 
provincial capitals since April. It 
was the biggest urban violence 
since Mujahedeen and leftist 
groups fought security forces on 
streets in the early 1980s. 

Salam wondered if the govern- 
ment's silence about previous 
dashes in Arak and Shiraz had 
contributed to the outburst in 
Mashhad. 

'"The Los Angeles events made 
top news in Iranian media and 
most if not ali the audience felt 
joy because the torch-bearer of 
the new dominationist world 
order was grappling with malig- 
nant tumours within,” it said. 

“But the people expect to be 
informed of events like those in 
Shiraz, Arak and Mashhad quick- 
ly and frankly." 


India opens embassy in Tel Aviv 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In his pre- 
vious diplomatic posting, at tbe 
United Nations in New York, 
Virendra Gupta was not even 
supposed to have official contacts 
with Israelis. Now he is in Tel 
Aviv, setting up the Indian 
embassy. 

“Our first objective is to build 
bridges with Israel at the govern- 
ment level... and at the people- 
to-people level, which I consider 
to be most important,” said Mr. 
Gupta. 

Beyond the neat symmetry of 
the world's largest democracy 
establishing diplomatic ties with 
one of the world's smallest.., tbe 
newfound friendship between In- 
dia and Israel is a milestone for 
the Jewish state. 

The 1990s have seen a diploma- 
tic blossoming for Israel. India, 
China, and more than 30 smaller 
countries have established or re- 
newed ties. 

They include the Soviet Union. 
That relationship lasted ouly a 
week before the Soviet Union 
dissolved, but almost all the new- 
ly independent republics have 
established diplomatic ties. Geor- 
gia was the latest, signing up on 
Monday. 

Tbe change of fortune is felt 
not just by officialdom but by 


ordinary Israelis, who are savour- 
ing cultural events long denied 
them. The Chinese circus is visit- 
ing Israel. The Red Army 
Orchestra will perform this week, 
with Israel Radio broadcasting 
the event live. 

In some cases, it seems almost 
like a rush to make friends. Tbe 
Indian embassy, in an office 
Mock near tbe Tel Aviv beach, 
opened its doors before it had all 
its forms and rubber stamps in 
place. 

./pie opening ceremony in- 
cluded snacks catered by a popu- 
lar Indian restaurant. But an 
Israeli who turned op ibr -a-visa- 
was turned away with apologies. 

“In logistic terms we are some- 
what disorganised. We are still 
awaiting some documents and 
books,” said Mr. Gupta, who is 
charge d’affaires. 

India is a popular vacation spot 
for Israelis. But to get visas, they 
had to send their passports to 
Indian consulates abroad. 

“I hope that within the next 
two or three days we will be able 
to start issuing visas,” Mr. Gupta 
said. 

An ambassador will arrive in a 
few months to bead the four-man 
embassy, he said. 

India's change of heart was 


prompted by the ending of the 
cold war and tbe beginning of 
Arab- Israeli peace talks, Mr. 
Gupta said. 

“We thought that the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with 
Israel would contribute to peace 
in the region and help us to 
contribute in any way we could to 
this process,” he said. 

Tbe move entitles India to a 
seat alongside the Arabs and 
Israelis at multinational talks on 
reconstructing tbe post-war Mid- 
dle East. 

Shaking hands with Mr. Gupta, 
David Matinai, head of the Asia 
'Besk lit the Tsrkeii foreign' minis- 
try, said: “I am very excited 
today, as an old Asia hand, to see 
that in the middle of Tel Aviv, we 
have the flag of India officially 
waving, and the sign in both 
Hebrew and English saying 
'Embassy of India.' 

“It is something we have awa- 
ited for a very, very long time." 

Mr. Matnai said Israel now had 
relations with every non-Muslim 
country from India eastward, ex- 
cept for Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Laos and North Korea. 

Some countries with Muslim 
majorities have established ties, 
bkc Nigeria and Albania. 


Research project will help track oil spills 


ABU DHABI (R) — A multina- 
tional research team has created a 
computer model of the Gulf 
which will help authorities track 
the movement of any future oil 
slicks and mobilise clean-up op- 
erations with greater accuracy, 
scientists said. 

Michael Reynolds, an oceanog- 
rapher aboard the U.S. survey 
ship Mount Mitchell, said scien- 
tiss have documented the Gulfs 
currents and shape in the most 
comprehensive study of the re- 
gion in 50 years. 

The computer model is the 
result of a three-study ending this 
week by regional, European and 
U.S. scientists assessing the en- 
vironmental impact of the 1991 
Gulf war oil spill. 

Mr. Reynolds said some of the 
environmental damage, now 


assessed lower than initial predic- 
tions, could have been avoided 
with more up-to-date information 
about the region. 

“Our old models predicted (tbe 
spill) would travel down past 
Saudi (Arabia) to Qatar,” Mir. 
Reynolds said in an interview 
aboard the vessel. 

“Instead most of it got trapped 
along (Saudi Arabia’s) Abu Ali 
island." 

With the correct logistical sup- 
port, reaction teams in the region 
can now more accurately predict 
the movement of spills in tricky 
zones such as one off Kuwait’s 
coast where an independent cur- 
rent runs in circles, Mr. Reynolds 
said. 

Using satellite photographs, 
the group has also documented 
for the first time ever a south- 




An Israeli poBccmaa gives water to John Detqjan- 
jnk daring a coart bearing id die appeal agrintt his 


conviction and death sentence as “Ivan the Terri- 
ble” 


Defence demands acquittal 
at Demjanjuk trial in Israel 


bound current hugging Iran’s 
coast from Kharg Island to 
Qesbm, a distance of about 540 
kilometres. 

About 10 kilometres offshore, 
another current runs in the oppo- 
site direction from the Strait of 
Hormuz around the perimeter of 
the Gulf. 

“This type of information is 
wwy crucial if there were a spill in 
that area. If Gulf states were work- 
ing on old information we have 
on Che Golf, they would send 
their dean-up crews in the wrong 
direction, " Mr. Reynolds said. 

These are among the features 
inducted in a physical oceanogra- 
phy model of the Gulf sored at 
the National Oceanic and Atmos- 
pheric Administration (NOAA) 
hazardous materials division in 
Seattle, Washington. 


TEL AVIV (R) — A defence 
lawyer asked tbe Israeli supreme 
court on Tuesday to overturn 
John Demjanjuk’s war crimes 
conviction because of new evi- 
dence another man was mass 
murderer “Ivan the Terrible.” 

“I hereby ask this honourable 
court to completely and absolute- 
ly acquit the appellant utterly, 
unequivocally and without hesita- 
tion.” defence lawyer Yoram 
Sheftel said. 

Demjanjuk, 72, was extradited 
in 1986 from the United States 
where he settled after the war and 
sentenced to hang in 1988. 

The supreme court will hear 
prosecution summations starting 
on Wednesday before issuing a 
final ruling. 

Sheftel asked the court to 
ignore any evidence suggesting 
Demjanjuk served at other Nazi 
camps in World War II since it 
failed to show he was “Ivan the 
Terrible,” the gas chamber oper- 
ator at Treblinka camp where 
870,000 people died. 

He said Demjanjuk was extra- 
dited and charged solely on suspi- 
cion of being “Ivan" of Treblinka 
and 80 newly uncovered deposi- 
tions given by Treblinka guards 
years ago showed “Ivan” wa£ 
another man, Ivan Marchenko, 
whose whereabouts are un- 
known'. ' 

At tbe trial five survivors of 
Treblinka testified pemjanjuk 
was “frail'' but 'tile defence says 
they suffered from senility, mem- 
ory lapses and lack of first-hand 
encounters with the guard at 


Majlis elects 
pro-Rafsanjani 
as speaker 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran's new par- 
liament elected Muslim deric Ali 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri, a staunch 
backer of President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, as speaker 
on Tuesday. 

Tehran Radio said Mr. Nateq- 
Nouri, 49, ran unopposed and 
received 191 of 230 votes to head 
the Majlis for a year. 

His election caps the steady 
rise of a centre-right alliance that 
has pushed radicals out of posi- 
tions of power since the 1989 
death of supreme leader Ayatol- 
lah RuhoUah Kohmeini. 

Mr. Nateq-Nouri, a former in- 
terior minister, replaces Mehdi 
Kamibi, the radical deric who 
beat him in the vote for speaker 
in each of the past three years. 

Mr. Kamibi and most of his 
colleagues foiled to get reelected 
to the 270-seat Majlis in two- 
round elections in April and May. 

Handsome, white-bearded and 
strongly built, Mr. Nfeteq-Nouri 
is a colleague of Mr. Rafsanjani 
in the leadership of the Tehran 
Militant Clergy Association, 
Iran's main moderate clerical 
organisation. 


Treblinka where they were pris- 
oners. 

‘‘The conclusion is that Ivan 
the Terrible is not the man who is 
sitting there.” Sheftel said, point- 
ing to Demjanjuk sitting in tbe 
dock surrounded by a dozen 
guards. 

Tbe real criminal was one Ivan 
Marchenko, whose description 
does not fit Demjanjuk, Sheftel 
said. 

He cited 80 depositions iden- 
tifying Marchenko as “Ivan the 
Terrible.” 

"You must completely and 
totally acquit him (Demjanjuk),” 
Sheftel told the five-judge panel. 
“We have proven without doubt, 
with the help of these 80 deposi- 
tions, that my client is not Iran 
the Terrible." 

Ukrainian-born Demjanjuk in- 
sists he is a victim of mistaken 
identity. He says he spent most of 
World War n in German prison- 
er-of-war camps after being cap- 
tured while serving in the Soviet 
army. 

On Monday, the first day of 
final arguments, Demjanjuk was 
brought into court in a wheel- 
chair, whimpering and groaning. 

His son John said Demjanjuk’s 
back was hurt during a bumpy. 
70-ltiJometre ride by police 'van' 
from his maxim um security cell.' 

DCmjhnjuk ar first refused'to" 
don headphones to hear, the pro-_ 
ceedrngs translated into UkraT- ' 
man. Midway through the five- 
hour session, be was given paink- 
illers, his son said, and at the end 


walked out unaided. 

Sbeftei's case is based on 37 
Ukrainian guards and forced 
labourers at Treblinka who in 80 
depositions said tbe camp's gas 
chamber operator was Mar- 
chenko. 

The guards testified in war 
crimes trials in the Soviet Union 
in the 1940s through 1960s, and 
were executed. Israel won access 
to the files after the Soviet Union 
broke up, and prosecutor 
Michael Shaked brought the 
material to Israel. 

The latest find was Marchenk- 
o’s KGB file containing testi- 
mony by five guards and five 
women labourers, including fel- 
low gas chamber operator and 
roommate Nikolai Shalayev and 
Marchenko's girlfriend at Treb- 
linka, Alexandra Kirba, the de- 
fence said. 

Nine of tbe ten correctly picked 
Marchenko’s photograph out of 
sets of three and identified him as 
the operator of the gas chambers, 
Sheftel said. 

According to the testimony by 
the Ukrainian guards, Mar- 
chenko was nine years older than 
Demjanjuk, was captured by the 
Germans a year earlier, and had 
dark hah; and a scar on hisejbeek. 
Demjanjui: was' blond' ' in' Iris 
youth and had no such scar. 

At Wtiiatrtlft prosecution 
submitted an nXcarijwith Detn- 
jan jut’s name that said*he* wtfs at 
the Trawnfiti training camp for 
Nazi guards, but had no docu- 
ments linking him to Treblinka. 


Fahd calls on pilgrims to 
abide by religious ethics 


JEDDAH (AP)— King Fahd has 
urged pilgrims to abide by the 
ethics of their religion and main- 
tain peace and order as hundreds 
of thousands flowed in for the 
annual rites at Mecca. 

“We would like from all our 
brethren tbe pilgrims to tbe 
sacres house of God to abide by 
the morals and teachings of Haj 
in all its stages and rituals, fully 
bound to what God has ordered 
in his Holy Book,” the king was 
quoted as stating at tbe weekly 
cabinet session. 

Tbe Saudi monarch reviewed 
the final preparations for the 
rituals at Mecca and Medina, 
Islam’s holiest cities, when some 
two million will have gathered to 
perform the Haj. 

Tbe peak of the rituals will be 
on June 10 when the pilgrims 
gather on tbe lulls of Mount 
Arafat 

They will have fulfilled one of 
tbe five pillars of tbe Muslim 
faith, compulsory for all able- 
bodied Muslims at least once a 
lifetime. 

The others are dedaring God 
as the only God and Prophet 
Mohammad as His Prophet, 
praying five times a day, fasting 
from dawn to dusk during tbe 


Hoi)' Month of Ramadan, and 
distributing alms. 

On June 11, they slaughter 
sheep to commemorate Prophet 
Abraham’s readiness to offer his 
son to God and start tbe four-day 
feast of sacrifice known as ‘Eid A1 
Adba. 

Other high-ranking officials 
had warned earlier against 
“warngfing in pflgrimmage” and 
distributing political propaganda. 

The warnings are largely 
directed to banians, whose insis- 
tenoce on political demonstra- 
tions in 1987 led to dashes with 
the Saudi police and tbe death of 
402 mainly Iranian pilgrims. 

The banians stayed away bom 
Mecca for three years but re- 
turned in 1991. 

Part of tire arrangements were 
that die Iranians would confine 
their rallies to their camps. It 
worked last year, and at least one 
such banian rally this year re- 
ported by Tehran has not violated 
tiie arrangement. 

This year about 120,000 Ira- 
nians, one of tiie largest national 
delegations, are expected to per- 
form tbe Haj, and diplomats do 
not anticipate any major disturb- 
ance in light of the more moder- 
ate winds blowing from Tehran. 



Turkey said dose to deal with Bonn 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish newspaper said on Tuesday the ! 
German government would seek parifanzentaiy a ppro vaUo hft an , 
aims embargo imposed on Ttirkey over use of German weapons 
against Kurdish civilians. The Horriyet daily said Bonn and 
Ankara, seeking a formula to allow resumption of aims ship- ; 
incuts, were to exchange letters on the subject on Tuesday after , 
last week’s visit to Turkey by German Foreign Munstry State • 
Secretary Dieter Kastrup. It said Bonn would submit the Turkish 
letter to the German parliament in an effort to get thc embargo , 
removed. Turkish and German diplomats confirmed that progress . 
towards an agreement bad been made. 

First Egyptian Ml A1 tank delayed 

CAIRO (R) — Delivery of the firet Egyptian-built AbramsMlAl : 
tank has been delayed from July to October because of late ; 
installation of part of the assembly line, industry sources said ■ 
Monday. Tbe $2 biftioD contract with Egypt, the first export sale . 
of the U.S. M1A1 tank, is a prestigious symbol of the dose 
military ties that have developed between Cairo and Washington « 
over the past decade. Officials had said the tank, being assembled . 
from kits under licence from General Dynamics Coro, would be : 
ready by June, for delivery on the 40th anniversary of the 23rd of ■ 
. July Revolution which overthrew the monarchy. 


U.N. chief pushes to end division of Cyprus 

NICOSIA (R) — The United Nations, seeking to end the . 
28-year-old division of Cyprus, wfll invite leaders of its Greek-; 
Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot communities for talks in New York 
this month,' a government spokesman said on Tuesday. He told 
reporters an invitation was expected by Wednesday from U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali for leaders of the island's, two 
communities to attend separate meetings. U.N. sources said they 
understood Dr. Ghali would meet President George Vassiliou 
and Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash separately on June 18. ~ 
If the talks go well, he hopes to bring the two men together for the 
first time since a 1990 encounter at tbe U.N. ended in disarray. 

Rio summit too costly 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President Zine A1 Abidipe Ben Ali wfll'. 
not attend tiie Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro because the trip 
would be too expansive, a presidency source said on Monday. 
“President Ben Ali, who is keenly interested in envmxtanental 

r blems, would have liked to attend the summit but the journey . 

special plane would cost too mud), 'about $400,000,” a. 
presidential aide told Renters. The presklent would need a special 
plane for protocol reasons as bead of state. The $400,000 would ■ 
indude the plane and hotels for the president and his entourage. . 
He mil be. represented at the summit by Environment Minister 
SaJab Jebati who wfll propose that developing countries spend 
part of their debt repayments on projects in their countries to 
protect the environment. 

Cypriot workers strike at British bases 

NICOSIA (R> — About 300 Greek and Turkish Cypriote working'; 
at British military bases in Cyprus began a 24-hour strike on-’ 
Tuesday over plans to make many of them redundant. Trade 
union spokesman Charalambos pftsfllides said the warning strike 
at Akrotiri, Dbekelia and a communications station in the*' 
Troodos Mountains, involved those directly employed by the 
British-run Property Services Agency (International). Other 
.Qqmo^ employees jat the bases were working normally. Britain,^ 
which employees 2.500 Cypriots at its bases mid-offices on the' 
Jsland^plansto jphas&put theagency by October next year. About-- 
180 base workers' Have been told they can transfer to theMnristry-' 

M Defer**;* flewjpsk.tojce,, ■*« - * ••• . 

• * ’■ 

Ethiopians on hunger strike in Israel 

“ V# 

TEL AVIV (R) — Hundreds of Ethiopian Jewish immigrants, 
were on a hunger strike in Israel Monday demanding better- 
housing, Israel Television said. The immigrants, Irving in hotels',, 
and temporary absorption centres at the government’s expense^ 
demanded to be moved to permanent horses and not the mobile, 
homes that were prepared for them. Last year about 14,000-’ 
Ethiopian Jews were brought to Israel in a dramatic airlift. There.' 
are now some 45,000 Ethiopians in Israel. Many have yet to learn,. 
Hebrew and become integrated in Israel society. 

Emir of Kuwait on Latin American tour 

KUWAIT (R) — The emir of Kuwait flew to Mexico on Tuesday.: 
at tiie start of a Latin American tour before attending the Earth '< 
Summit in Brazil. An information ministry official said Sheikh • 
Jaber A1 -Ahmad A1 Sabah will also visit Venezuela, Honduras .. 
and Argentina before going to Rio de Janeiro. Kuwait, along with 
other oil-producing states in the Gulf, is concerned the summit 
could blame oil for global warming and ask producers to finance 
.anti-pohation schemes, Tayseer Abdul Jaber, head of the 
Amman-based Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asa (ESCWA), said Monday. 

‘Morocco, Polisario to hold Jndjrect talks’ 

RABAT (AP) — Morocco and the Polisario Front will hold 
indirect negotiations aimed at salvaging a stalled U.N.-sponsored 
referendum on the independence of tbe disputed Western Sahara 
territory, a newspaper reported Monday. The daily A1 Sharq A1 
Awsat, edited in Casablanca, and published in London, said tiie 
talks would be held in either New York or Geneva beginning June 
9. Gting unnamed diplomatic sources in New York, the newspap- 
er said the talks would focus on the nature of relations between 
the two sides after the referendum. No other details were 
provided. The indirect negotiations were arranged last week by 
U J4. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali in meetings with Moroc- 
can Foreign Minister Abdul Latif Filali and the Polisario, the 
newspaper said. The talks mil be mediated by; Sahab, Zada 
Yacoub Khan, Dr. G half's representative, the newspaper Said. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swdfkb, 
Tel. SLU740 

AsooubOa of God Chard], Tel. 
632785. 

S*. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the A nnunciati on Td. 
637440. 

De fat Sde Church Td. 661757 
Terrasantu Church Td: 622366 
Chard of the Am mu-litk m Td. 

823541 . 


Auction Church Td. 625383. TcL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

S*. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman [ntrnntkiQai Church Td. 
685326. 

Eva ngel i cal -Lutheran Church Td: 
81 1295. 

The Church of lew Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 823824. 654932. 
Church of (be Ntaarmc Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair and some clouds win 
appear at various altitudes. Winds wiU 
be northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 14 7 27 

Aqaba 19 734 

Deserts 12 7 31 

Jordan Valley 16 7 33 

Yesterday's high temp era t ure s: Am- 
man 26, Aqaba 32. Humidity readings: 
Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 20 per 
pern. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. bsamAl Asmar 890504 

Dr. Adnau Zaghloul 8981,40 

Dr. Yousef Saiamour 615648 

Dr. RiaqAbuZciaa 894295 

Firas pharmacy 6619 12 

fcn fc w s pharmacy 778336 

At Asana pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukfa pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacwb pharmacy — 644945 

Shmcissm pharmacy 637660 


Dr. AH Shrqairi Mansi 
Al Sharaa’ pharmacy .. 


(-) 

12758251 


ZARQA: 

Dt, Tarcq Hijjawi 

KhaJifch pharmacy .... 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre £ 

Gvil Defence Department ...... 61 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 6 : 

Gvi! Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192. 621111. 6! 

Flic Brigade ff 

Blood Baqfc 7i 

Highway Police — & 

Traffic Police 8« 

Puttie Sanity Department 

Hold Complaints — ..... 61 

Price Complaints 6< 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints. 8 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.. 71 

Tel e phone information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs K 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 61 

Jordan Television 7“ 

Radio Jordan 7 

Water Authority 61 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 8] 

Ele ctri c Power 

Company ......... & 


RJ Flight Information — 08-53200 

Queen Alia Ind. Airport...... 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khatkfi Maternity, J. Asm... 644281/6 
AkDeh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 66417174 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

/ LTnivenity Hospital 845845 

Al-Maashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali - 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muha/rccn 7771010 

Al-Bashir, J. Asbnfich 775111/26 

Army. Marta .-. 891611/15 

Queen Aba Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 


Zanp Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. <09)900560 
Ibn Shu Hospital (09)986732 


AlKkanModerp Hospital (09)990990 


Greek CatboBc Hospital (021272275 

IbuAlNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 0)3)314111 


KM TOE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Tka information h supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) inAjimsCkm depart - 
meat at tbe Queen Aba International 
Airport Td. (08)532006. where k 
should always be verified. 

AMXVAL5 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Righto 
(Terminal 1) 

Ifcte Damascus (RJ) 

*88 Jeddah (RJ) 

*38 — DhabranfRJi 


nanh 

Privets Sasun Hospital .—. 


.(02)275555 


IfcflO Damaseus(RJ) 

*88 Jeddah (RJ) 

*38 — Dhahran(Ri) 

- Larnaca(Rj) 

ttB Dubai. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

17:58 Istanbul (RJ) 

*38 .... New Yort, Amsterdam (RJ) 
Madrid. Rome (RJ) 


19riN Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

19:15 London. Brussels (RJ) 

1 935 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

*•• Jeddah (RJ) 

*4S Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) . 

•fcl* Karachi (PK). 

1*35 Cano (MS) 

— Jeddah (SU) 

lid® Sanaa (IY) 

20M Paris. Damascus (AF) 

29*5 Damascus (PK) 

bEPARUHS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

11:58 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

11» Istanbul (RJ) 

1231 .... Amsterdam. NeW York (RJ) 

1*15 London (RJ) 

29:15 — Aqaba (RJ) 

*39 CotouibOfRJ) 

*45 Cairo (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

.21:19 Riyadh (RJ) 

21:39 Abu Dubai. Ehtbaj(RJ) 

*®8 .: Calcutta, Baodrok (RJ) 

rSawa(Rjj 

Other Righto (Terminal 2) 


89:15 

11^5 

12J8 

13*8 

14*0 

21*5 


Beirut (ME) 

Cabo (MS) 


Sanaa (JY) 

— L Jcddab(SU) 

— Sanaa (IY) 

Karachi (PK) 


Damascus (PK) 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppet/kmcr price bi- Sb per kg. 

Apple (red) TOO/ 600- 

Banana — 500/450 

Banana (Mukammar) ... — .-‘5507 500 

Beans 240/200 

Broad beans 320/250 

Cabbage 70/30 

Carrot 170/120 

Cauliflower 230/ 180 

Cucumbers (targe) 80/40 

Cu c umbe rs (wall) 150 7 100 

Eggplant..- 160/70 

Ganic (green) 360 / 300 

La»* - 530 / 450 

Manoreftagrt ...; 100/50 

Maxrow(smd) — 170/120 

OniwMry) 140 /gO 

- Lwn» 

Oranges 380 / 250 

: 700/ S00 

*£*» 330/260 

ftW*r(hot) 220/ J® 

220/174 

240/200 

R* 1 ** 150/ W0- 

Sagc 170 /WO 

Tomato 270 7 1®' 
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Tomato prices decrease due to 
inability to absorb surplus 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian market is unable to absorb 
the surplus of tomato produce 
this year and tomato prices have 
dropped to about 50 fils per kilo 
after reaching JD one month 
ago. 

! A. report broadcast by Jordan 
Television Monday shed light on 
this agricultural product and 
problems facing farmers and con- 
sumers in terms of prices. 

; The report said that the tomato 
produce in Jordan is exposed to 
many problems that consequently 
affect consumers when prices go 
up as was the case in the past few 
months when tomato- crops were 
severely hit by frost. 

On the other hand, farmers 
themselves are badly affected 
when the produce is offered in 
abundance in the local market, 
the report said. It added that in 
such cases, tomatoes are sold in 
the market for less than their 
cost. 

A specialist told the television 
programme that each dunum of 
land produces between four and 
five tonnes of tomatoes. ‘This 
means that we have 150.000 ton- 
nes of tomatoes offered in the 
market in a very short time,” he 
added. 

Farmers in the Jordan Valley 


are suffering from great losses as 
a result of the drop in tomato 
prices. In an interview with Jor- 
dan Televirion, farmers deman- 
ded the intervention of the con- 
cerned authorities. 

One fanner told the program- 
me that the price of a box of 
tomatoes is fixed by the con- 
cerned authorities at 500 fills, 
while each box cost him between 
600 and 700 fils. "For each ,box, 
we lose a minimum of 300 fils,” 
he said. 

Another farmer, called for 
coordination among farmers 
since marketing problems happen 
every year. He also blamed these 
losses on the lack of tomato paste 
factories. 

In another development. Agri- 
culture Minister Fayez Khasaw- 
neb Monday opened at the 
National Centre for Research and 
Technology Transfer a seminar 
on the production of tomato sa- 
plings. Several specialists from 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
owners of plant nurseries are 
taking part in the symposium. 

The symposium aims to ac- 
quaint the participants with ways 
of combating the white fly and 
other epidemics which inflict 
tomato produce. 


Irbid area to receive 2,000 
tonnes of cement per day 
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IRBID (Petra) — In view of the 
mounting demand on cement for 
construction purposes and in light 
of the short supply in the local 
markets, a derision has been 
taken to provide the Irbid region 
with at least 2,000 tonnes of this 
commodity on a daily basis, of 
which 700 tonnes will go to Irbid 
proper. 

Tbe decision was taken here at 
a meeting which grouped Irbid 
Governor Fayez Abbadi and rep- 
resentatives of the Jordan Ce- 
ment Factories Company (JCFC) 
as well as local merchants and 
members of the Irbid Chamber of 
Commerce and contractors from 
the Irbid region. 

• Commenting on the derision 
later, the governor said that with 
these amounts, the Irbid region 
will have all its need of cement 
for all building purposes, warning 
that the government was planning 
to take drastic action against pn>; 
fiteers and manipulators of ce-. 
ment prices. 

i Last month, JCFC board chair- 
man Bassam A1 Saket 'said that 
the company was 'flooding the 
market with additional quantities 
of cemdnt in order to prevent 
further manipulations of prices. 
He accused certain merchants, 
without naming them, of being 
responsible for the cement shor- 
tage crisis in the local markets. 
Dr. Saket said that speculations 
have caused the price of a tonne 
jof Jordanian cement to reach JD 
55, but the company was still 
selling at the normal rate of JD 39 
a tonne. He also announced that 
Jhe JCFC was pumping some 
;10,000 tonnes of cement a day in 
the Amman area in order to 


thwart the evil intentions of the 
profiteers. 

The meeting in Irbid followed 
close on the heels of a set of 
derisions and regulations issued 
Monday evening by the govern- 
ment appointed Economic and 
Financial Committee chaired by 
Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Transport Ali Suheimat at the 
Prime Ministry attended by Dr. 
Saket and other officials. 

The meeting was dedicated to 
discussing! the supply of cement 
to the local markets and it was 
derided that up to 14.000 tonnes 
of cement will be marketed in 
Jordan on a daily basis, register- 
ing up to 50 per cent increases 
over the normal supply of cement 
to Jordanian markets. It was de- 
rided that priority in the distribu- 
tion of cement should go to con- 
tractors, tile and brick factories 
and licenced merchants dealing in 
cement. - 

The gorieni'meht' derided“:to 
apply more stribt control on the 
sale of cement to merchants arid- 
distributors and to take appropri- 
ate measures to ensure the trans- 
portation of all cement to various 
parts of the country. 

In his statement last month. 
Dr. Saket said that the supply of 
additional quantities of cement to 
the local market has regretably 
curtailed cement exports. 

Dr. Sakat attributed the crisis 
to unorthodox means adopted by 
the merchants and the profiteers 
and also to the boom in construc- 
tion business following the long, 
severe winter season in Jordan 
and the unusual rush by people to 
invest in real estate. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Premier extends work permits deadline 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Tuesday issued instructions to the Ministry of Labour asking it to 
extend .the deadline given to business owners to obtain work 
permits for foreign workers working for them. The instructions 
asked the ministry to extend the deadline to June 30 instead of 
June 6. A Ministry of Labour official announced Monday that his 
ministry wifi start an all-out campaign in search of illegal foreign 
workers. The official said business owners who violate the labour 
law wfil be referred to the concerned courts for legal prosecution 
while illegal foreign workers wifi be deported from the country. 

Yarmouk to cooperate with Russian 
Institute 

IRBID (J.T.) — A cooperation agreement was signed here 
Tuesday between Yarmouk University and the Institute of 
Communications in Petereberg, Russia. The agreement provides 
for the training of 40 students from Yarmouk University's A1 
Hijjawi College for Applied Engineering at the Russia institute 
over a six-month period and sending several members of tbe 
college's teaching staff to the institute to conduct research. 
Yarmouk University President Ali Mahafza has met with the 
del ega tion member and briefed them on the establishment and 
development of the university. 

Iran to hold industrial fair 

AMMAN (Petra) — An Iranian industrial fair will be opened in 
Amman June 22. Tbe week-long exhibition, which is held in 
implementation of an agreement- signed between Jordan and Iran, 
will . display various samples of Iranian industries. * 

WHAT’S GOING ON 


☆ EAlMfinii Of painting s by live Malaysian artists at the 
Natioaad Gallery of Fis*. Arts, Jabal Luwdbdeh. 

tV lWiihMMi of paintings by AS Taleb ad Rate’ Nuki at Abdri 
Ham***! Shaman Foundation Gallery — (19 man. - 5 p-m.). 

* Plastic art exhibition by 49 Jordanian artists enttted “An Artist 
ad a Painting” at Baladiia Art Gaflery, Gardens Street 
Exhibition of handicrafts, gilts, leather products, scents, food 
tu£ sweets at he Amman Plaza HoteL 

CONCERT 

’■jV Concert by Amman Players’ Orchestra at the British Counefl 
— 8 p.m. 


Post offices commence | Aqaba expects boom in business from local 


handling of compensation 
forms filled by expatriates 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Post offices 
around the country Tuesday be- 
>gan handling forms filled by ex- 
patriates seeking compensation 
for their losses after being forced 
to leave their place of work in the 
Gulf countries during the Gulf 
crisis and the subsequent war. 

Ministry of Labour’s Secretary- 
General Saleh A] Tarawneh said 
that the Labour Ministry has 
taken the proper arrangements to 
carry out directives by the Jorda- 
nian government-appointed 
Higher Committee to deal with 
this question. 

The forms to be filled by the 
expatriates claiming compensa- 
tion for their losses are to be 
handed back to the Ministry of 
Labour to be channelled to the 
U.N. Committee on Compensa- 
tion. 

Those affected by the war were 
mainly expatriates returning from 
Kuwait and Iraq, ministry sources 
noted. They said that the Higher 
Committee dealing with com- 
pensations as ordered by the Un- 
ited Nations special Compensa- 
tion Committee is chaired by 
Minister of Labour Abdul Karim, 
A1 Kabariti. Mr. Tarawneh said 


that the forms are being distri- 
buted to and filled by the expatri- 
ates in line with the U.N. com- 
mittee’s plans- 

He praised existing coopera- 
tion between the Ministry of 
Labour on the one hand and the 
post office on the other, noting 
that the Ministry .of Labour will 
receive tbe filled forms by June 
15. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the Labour Minis- 
try Monday distributed 75,000 
forms to be filled by expatriates 
claiming compensation. Ministry 
officials distributed the forms to 
30 post offices around the coun- 
try, of which 10 are located in 
Amman, six in Irbid, four in 
Zarqa and the rest in other areas. 

More than 300,000 expatriates 
have returned to Jordan and the 
occupied Arab territories in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis. Most of 
the expatriates lost their work 
and their livelihood. 

According to Ministry of 
Labour sources, by the end of 
1991 there were nearly 129,000 
registered unemployed people in 
the country, many of whom were 
returnees from the Gulf. 


Housing Bank to reduce 
interest rate on loans in 
regards to certain cases 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Hous- 
ing Bank Tuesday announced a 
reduction of the rate of interest 
charged on loans, for housing, 
provided that those loans do not 
exceed JD 10,000 and are offered 
to low-income groups. 

Housing Bank Director Gener- 
al and Board Chairman Zuhair 
Khouri said that interest to be 
charged on loans to these groups 
would not exceed seven per cent 
and would cover the cost of life 
insurance taken by tbe benefi- 
ciaries. Normally, 83 per cent in 
interest is charged by the bank 
from the borrowers. 

He said that the decision was 
taken in the implementation of 
directives by His Majesty King 
Hussein and in line with instruc- 
tions by the bank's board of. 


directors. 

He told the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the decision 
benefits all the beneficiaries from 
the Urban Development Depart- 
ment. the civil servants, mem- 
bers of the Jordanian Armed 
Froces, the Public Security De- 
partment and those groups with 
low incomes. 

Mr. Khouri said that more than 
10.000 people in Jordan are 
bound to benefit from this impor- 
tant decision. 

He said that King Hussein's 
deep confidence in the Housing 
Bank and his appreciation of its 
work and operations served as an 
incentive for die bank's con- 
tinued progress and develop- 
ment. 


Industry, Trade Ministry to 
display spare parts for firms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, in coop- 
eration with Jordan's major min- 
ing and industrial firms, is making 
arrangements for an exhibition to 
display spare parts needed by 
these firms' machinery and equip- 
ment with tiie aim of encouraging 
investors to embark on manufac- 
turing the spares locally. 

A ministry statement said that 
firms, like the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC), the 
Arab Potash Company (APC), 
the cement company, the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company 
and the glass factory, axe joining- 
hands with the ministry to seek 
the manufacture of the spare 
parts in Jordan. 

The ministry and the local 
firms will seek to produce these 
spare parts in Jordan to cut on 
imports and save hard currency 
and encourage investors to turn 
their attention to the needs of 
these major firms. 

Ministry officials said that they 
hope that local investors will set 
up factories to make these spare 
(farts, with finances coming from 


the major firms which consume 
them. 

The exhibition, which will last 
several days, aims to orient the 
potential investors on the needs 
of the country's major firms. 

• One of these major firms, the 
JPMC, announced Tuesday that 
ft transported 1 ,299.759 tonnes of 
phosphate in the first five months' 
of 1992 from the mines in the 
South to the Aqaba port for 
export by rail registering an in- 
creasingly ^nearly 140,000 ton- 
nes over figures released for the 
same period of 1991. 

Aqaba Railway Corporation 
Director General Mohammad 
Kreishan said that 16 locomotives 
are being employed along the rail 
- network, transporting more than 
10,200 tonnes of phosphate daily. 

There are plans for mainte- 
nance and repair work on the line 
between Maan and Hassa to en- 
sure continued and better trans- 
portation services, Mr. Kreishan 
said. He also said that the cor- 
poration plans to transport 3.5 
million tonnes of phosphate dur- 
ing 1992. 


Society asks kidney patients to 
seek treatment at home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Nephrologists Society Tuesday 
issued an appeal to all kidney 
patients to refrain from going 
abroad for kidney treatment, not- 
ing that Jordan's hospitals have 
all the facilities for such treat- 
ment. 

A society member was quoted 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, as saying that numerous 
Udney patients who had been 
abroad for such treatment came 
back in bad health conditions and 
in some cases, inaccurate reports 
about their health conditions and 
now suffer from new diseases. 

The society member, who pro- 
fered to remain annooymous, 
said that kidney patients are nor- 


mally treated with dialysis until 
they are offered a kidney by a 
donor. This is still far less danger- 
ous to their health than travelling 
abroad and seeking uncertain 
treatment, especially in countries 
where “parts of the body are sold 
and bought on purely commercial 
basis.” 

The Nephrologist, in coopera- 
tion with me Health Ministry and 
Jordanian universities and the 
private sector, will do all it can to 
facilitate the treatment of kidney 
patients in the country, said the 
society member. 

He said that the society is 
working on a plan for the estab- 
lishment of a national centre for 
transplanting kidneys. 


Income Tax Department 
releases collection figures 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Income 
Tax Department collected JD 
68,849,021 in die first five months 
of 1992, compared to JD 
59,569,794 in tbe same period of 
1991, according to department 
director Mansour Haddadin. 

He said in a statement that the 
increase by 153 per cent was due 
to responses by taxpayers to the 
■department's rail for early pay- 
ment to save them the fines which 


are imposed on delays. 

As of this month, taxpayers 
who so for failed to fill out forms 
with details about their income in 
1991 will now pay a one per cent 
fine on their accrued income for 
every month in delay, he noted. 

To make matters easier for 
taxpayers living in the eastern 
parts of Amman, a new depart- 
ment branch was recently opened 
downtown. 


exports, possible lift of sanctions on Iraq 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AQABA — Jordan’s Red Sea 
port of Aqaba is modernising for 
an expected boom in business 
from local exports and tbe pros- 
pect that U.N. trade sanctions 
against Iraq will be lifted. 

The, Jordan's only sea outlet 
and Iraq's main lifeline, hopes 
new loading facilities will also 
lure transit trade from nearby 
states, Aqaba Ports Corporation 
Director General Dureid Mahas- 
neh said in an interview. 

“One day, sanctions will be 
lifted and we will have to deal 
with more ships and cargo," he 
said, sitting in his office overlook- 
ing a 22-berth bustling with re- 
newed activity. 

Goods sent to Iraq since a 
partial lifting of the U.N. embar- 
go to allow imports of food, 
medicine and other humanitarian 
supplies pass through Aqaba. 

Shipping sources expect Iraq to 
start huge imports of reconstruc- 
tion materials and other non-food 
goods once the ban is lifted and 
frozen funds are released. 

Mr. Mahasneh said four mil- 
lion dinars (SS.8 million) mil be 
spent this year to buy new general 


cargo loading and unloading 
equipment to improve tbe port's 
efficiency. 

Another 200,000 dinars 
(5290,000) will be invested in 
1992 to double the size of the 
port's storage area to handle up 
to 15,000 containers, instead of 
7,500 now. 

Officials say that before the 
crisis, 70 per cent of cargo hand- 
led by Aqaba went to Iraq, once 
Jordan's main trade partner. Now 
only food and medicine permitted 
by the trade ban is allowed to be 
shipped to Iraq. 

“We are also aiming to get the 
advantage of getting more in- 
transit goods to Syria and Turkey 
from ships that do not want to go 
to the Suez Canal (to get to 
Mediterranean ports) since land 
transport here is very cheap,” 
Mr. Mahasneh said. 

Port sources said Syrian-bound 
cargo via Aqaba, especially rice 
imports form Thailand and other 
goods from the Far East, was 
increasing after Damascus began 
liberalising its economy late last 
year by giving the private section 
a greater role. 

A -modern network of roads 
links Aqaba with Saudi Arabia, 


Syria and Iraq. Up to 14,000 
trucks operating in the Kingdom 
form one of Jordan’s biggest sec- 
tors. 

“Being the most advanced port 
on this stretch of the Red Sea 
(compared to the nearby Egyp- 
tian and Israeli ports), we should 
be prepared to grab whatever 
business passes through if any- 
thing develops in the region in 
terms of the peace process,” Mr. 
Mahasneh said. 

The Middle East peace talks, 
which began Iasi October, have 
yet to achieve any progress but 
the fragile process continues. 

Mr. Mahasneh. who has a post- 
graduate degree in ocean man- 
agement from North Carolina's 
Duke University, said private 
sector companies were being en- 
couraged to increase rargo tur- 
nover and handling efficiency 
through buying their own 
machinery and leasing berth ser- 
vices. 

The port plans to build two 
new before 1995 to handle an 
expected increase in Jordan's ex- 
ports of potash, fertilisers and 
other Dead Sea minerals, among 
the country's main foreign cur- 
rency earners. 


Mr. Mahasneh, like most ship- 
pers and economists, believes the 
state-run port could be much 
more profitable If it were man- 
aged on a commercial basis and 
its current undervalued rates and 
service fees were adjusted. 

Aqaba charges 40 dinars (559) 
in handling fees per container, 
compared with 187 dianrs (5271) 
by Turkey’s Merrin port for simi- 
lar cargo. 

"We are also having the oil 
berth ready for all possibilities, 
including exporting and import- 
ing oil.” he said. 

Iraq has held talks with the 
United Nations to try to ag^e on 
temts for exporting 51.6 billion 
worth of oil. Proceeds would be 
channelled to Gulf war repara- 
tions and U.N. agencies operat- 
ing in Iraq as well as the import of 
food and medicine. 

The oil berth was built to help 
Iraq export crude oil during its 
19S0-198S war with Iran, which 
crippled Iraqi pons. 

It was modi iled last year to 
handle crude oil imports when 
Jordan was forced to buy Yemeni 
oil because its oil supplies from 
Iraq were cut off temporarily by 
the war. 



The Jordanian Conference on Civil Engineering at the University of Jordan stresses contributions by dvfl engineers of the country 

1 

Conference commends engineers 
despite scarcity of resources 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With over 11,000 
registered civil engineers, Jordan 
has the highest number of civil 
engineers in the Arab world 
countries, according to the presi- 
dent of the Association of Jorda- 
nian Engineers. 

In an opening speech at the 
Jordanian Conference on Civil 
Engineering, which began Tues- 
day at the University of Jordan, 
Husni Abu Ghaida said that out 
of a total of 27,700 registered 
engineers in Jordan, 11,100 are 
civil engineers. 

He said that with the scarcity of 
resources from private and public 
sectors in Jordan, engineers 
should be proud of what they 
have contributed in the area of 
dvfl engineering. 

“The conference comes at a 


time when construction in Jordan 
is witnessing a big jump, with the 
area of construction in the past 
year reaching 4.25 million square 
metres, estimated at JD 600 mil- 
lion,” Mr. Abu Ghaida said, 
adding that he expected the area 
of construction to reach five mil- 
lion square metres, costing JD 
750 million. "This is in addition 
to what is estimated at JD 400 
million for projects expected to 
be established in the public sec- 
tor,” he said. 

According to Khalil Haddadin. 
the president of the- Association 
of Jordanian Contractors, the 
contracting work sector in Jordan 
accounts for ten per cent of the 
gross national product in Jordan, 
and it is responsible for em- 
ploying 15 per cent of the labour 
force and constitutes 25 per cent 
of the bank credit facilities, in 
addition to its contribution in 


supporting and activating indus- 
tries and other services. 

In a manifestation of its com- 
mitment to interaction with the 
society in Jordan, the University 
of Jordan has invited representa- 
tives of various industrial, scien- 
tific, cultural and medical sectors 
in the country to serve as mem- 
bers of the university's boards, 
said Fawaz Gharaibeb, the presi- 
dent of the University of Jordan. 
He said that with this measure, 
the university can have an in- 
teraction of ideas and views re- 
garding the society's various 
needs. 

The university directs trainees, 
who are about to graduate, to- 
wards studying society's problems 
and examining Jordan's indus- 
tries, industrial production and 
services, Dr. Gharaibeb added. 
He said that with this policy, the 
students will be better informed 


and in a better position to offer 
services to their society. 

Referring to the objectives of 
the conference. Dr. Hassan Saf- ■ 
farini. chairman of the Civfl En- 
gineering Department at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan said that the 
participants are bound to benefit 
through an exchange of their 
expertise. Also the academics 
and the practising engineers will 
benefit from their own experi- 
ences and research work on con- 
struction and building. 

The conference will include 79 
working papers specifically on 
civil engineering, presented by 
participants from Jordan, Iraq, 
Syria, Egypt, Sudan. Libya, 
Algeria. Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
the United Kingdom, the United 
States and Germany. 

The conference, opened under 
the patronage of Dr. Gharaibeb 
will continue until June 4. 


With new organisational shift, JEDCO hopes to 
promote exports, diversify commodities 


By Cosmui Hadidi 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 
AMMAN — “Made in Jor- 
dan” a label recognised and m 
demand by consumers of a 
variety of products all over the 
world. 

This is the ultimate goal of 
the Jordan Export Develop- 
ment and Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JEDCO), 
formerly the Jordanian Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation 
(JCCC), that had undergone a 
major organisational shift in 
April this year. 

Dr. Rima Khalaf Hunaidy, 
director of the corporation, 
said that during the Gulf war 
and as a result of a comprehen- 
sive adjustment programme 
for its economy, Jordan real- 
ised that the promotion of ex- 
ports and diversifying export 
commodities and markets was 
essential to sustaining a viable 
and healthy economic rela- 
tionship with the rest of the 
world. “Concentrating exports 
on a limited market, as was the 
case before die Gulf war, 
makes tbe economy and pro- 
duction in a number of sectors 
vulnerable to economic and/or 
political changes in those mar- 
kets. To reduce this vulnerabil- 


ity, Jordan needed to work 
seriously on expanding estab- 
lished markets and penetrating 
new non- traditional markets," 
she said. 

To achieve this, new mea- 
sures needed to be introduced 
to the Jordanian export 
strategy. "The government de- 
cided that to promote these 
new measures, it would be 
most effective and efficient to 
restructure the already existing 
Commercial Centres Corpora- 
tion and exfiand its objectives, 
responsibilities and mandates 
that until then had been li- 
mited to dealing with 'Arab 
countries only mid not as a 
general export promoting 
agency,” said Dr. Hunaidy. 

The JEDCO strategy is 
directed towards two types of 
markets: first, the already- 
established markets of Arab 
countries. 

“Exports to these markets 
were not as diversified as we 
would have Hked them to be 
commodity-wise. We aim to 
increase the number of pro- 
ducts and goods thfct are ex- 
ported to those countries. At 
tiie same time, we also want to 
introduce and promote a num- 
ber of products that the indust- 


rial sector has started to pro- 
duce within the past two 
years,” Dr. Hunaidy said. Tbe 

Tbe second type of markets 
are tbe n on-traditional, parti- 
cularly the European and 
American markets. "We real- 
ise that that will require work- 
ing on two fronts: intensifying 
market efforts in those markets 
and assisting the producers to 
'assist them in modifying their 
products to make them more 
compatible with the tastes and 
preferences and more deman- 
ding requirements of those' 
markets,” said Dr. Hunaidy. 

JEDCO has two depart- 
ments that are in line with 
these two objectives. The first, 
the export market develop- 
ment project, offers technical 
assistance and partial financing 
to private sector firms under- 
taking marketing activities or 
product development activi- 
ties. The second, export trade 
services, assists individual 
firms to export to U.S. markets 
in particular. 

JEDCO is currently focusing 
on die garment and leather 
production sector in Jordan. 
“This sector was chosen for 
many reasons. Most impor- 
tantly because this sector is 
labour-intensive. We believe 


that when we assist producers 
of garments to improve the 
quality of production and 
marketing to new markets, we 
will not only increase exports, 
but are also contributing to 
mitigating the unemployment 
problem,” said Dr. Hunaidy. 
“We have started work on a 
project and are on tbe verge of 
signing a contract with a group 
of reputable and highly qual- 
ified firms working in garment 
and textile production and 
marketing to implement a 
comprehensive plan of assist- 
ance from tbe assembly line 
level to actual sales in foreign 
markets. This 12-month pro- 
ject will start in Joly this year.” 

JEDCO is also considering 
the engineering sector. “This is 
still in the early stages of asses- 
sing tiie capabilities and needs 
of this sector, which ■ help us 
put together a development 
strategy for this sector and 
possibly lead to a project start- 
ing September this year,” said 
Dr. Hunaidy. 

JEDCO approaches selected 
firms for its projects, after 
visiting a big representative 
sample of producing firms to 
assess the needs of the sector 
and a strategy to develop it. 


/ 
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Choice is theirs 


MONDAY WAS the third time running in less than 
two weeks that Syrian anti-aircraft batteries fired 
harmlessly on Israeli warplanes penetrating deep into 
Lebanon and coming ever closer to Syria’s airspace. 
Clearly Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak S hamir ’s gov- 
ernment is pushing Syrian patience to the limi t in a bid 
to engage Damascus in a pre-election military show- 
down that may gain the Likud Party some critical 
votes in the June 23 general elections. 

So far the Syrian government has refused to take the 
Israeli bait and has instead acted with care to frustrate 
Shamir’s electioneering and otherwise dangerous tac- 
tics. But while accusing Israel in an interview aired 
Tuesday of trying to push the Middle East into war to 
undermine the U.S. brokered peace process Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad still confirmed in the wake of 
incre asing Israeli incursions into Lebanon that his 
country will not be the first to launch an attack against 
the Jewish state. This declaration in itself marks a 
dramatic and significant departure from the previous 
Syrian posture that aspired to strategic parity with 
Israel in order to maintain the option of attacking first 
if necessary. 

Obviously Damascus knows that any military con- 
frontation between Israel and any of the Arab coun- 
tries would not only work to the advantage of the 
Likudniks by heating up the passions of the Israeli 
electorate but also finish once and for all the peace 
process. 

Syria’s calculated move not to overreact to Israeli 
warplanes flying over- Lebanon, in particular the 
Befcaa Valley, therefore needs to be understood by all 
the parties concerned^ especially at this critical junc- 
ture in the region’s history. “Arab/strategists most 
make greater effortto outsmart the forces of extrem- 
ism within and outside Israel in order to preempt 
Israeli intentions and give peace a real chance. 

This is a time for sanity and reasonableness on both 
sides of the Arab-lsraeli fence and not for launching 
actions and reactions or engaging -in self-defeating 
tactics. Otherwise, the peoples of the Middle East 
would be playing into the hands of the forces that 
abhor the prospects of achieving peace and stability in 
the region. Not that the Arab side has a vested interest 
in either of the two major Israeli political parties or 
their leadership winning the election. Maybe the Arabs 
do. But in the final analysis, it is the Israeli people who 
must decide which way they want to turn in the quest 
for peace. If they opt for the right choice, they will find 
the Arabs ready, able and willing. If, on the other 
hand, they foresake peace and choose confrontation, 
they will also find the Arabs with no option bnt to 
defend themselves even though the odds do not seem to 
be in their favour at the present. The choice is Israel’s. 


SAWT AL SHAAB daily commented on a planned meeting later 
this week by the foreign ministers of Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and 
Palestine in order to review the outcome of the five sessions in (be 
peace negotiations with Israel. The coming meeting will be held at 
a time when the region is facing a dangerous situation brought 
about by Israel’s escalation of tension through its repeated 
aggression on Lebanon and its continued repression of the 
Palestinian people inside the occupied Arab lands, said the paper. 
The escalation of aggression coincides with threatening state- 
ments by Zionist leaders, like Mr. Shamir and Mr. Sharon, in 
which they reaffirmed their government’s determination to bold 
on to all parts of the occupied Arab lands regardless of the peace 
talks with the Arabs and in total defiance of the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the requirements of peace and security, in 
compliance with the will of the world community, said the daily. It 
said that there is no doubt that the foreign ministers of the four 
countries directly involved in this peaceprocess are concerned 
over this particular situation and are keen on coordinating their 
countries' efforts and stands with regard to the approach that 
should be adopted to deal with (he situation. Jordan, for its part, has 
constantly called, for a consensus among the Arab parties, on all 
matters, in dealing with Israel at the negotiating table and has 
always called for solidarity among Arab states at large in the face 
of Israel's intransigence, the paper added. It said that Amman’s 
hosting of the erming meeting is a fresh reaffirmation of the 
Jordanian position and a new drive by Jordan to achieve the 
highest level of coordination among the concerned parties at the 
coming peace sessions. 


A COLUMNIST in AT Ra’f daily focused attention on Iran's 
continued occupation of the Abu Mousa Island, owned by the 
United Arab Emirates. Under the shah, these Islands were 
occupied by Iranian troops; under the present regime in Tehran, 
the completion of this occupation occurred recently, when Iran 


sent out troops to drive out the Arab population from the island, 
said Fahd A1 Fanek. He said that the Arab regimes in the Gulf are 
saying nothing about this in their media and are acting like the 
ostrich, concealing its bead in the sand and pretending to hear and 
see nothing. The writer said that the occupation of the island has 
proved to the world that the Gulf region is faring danger and that 
the allied forces of the Gulf states are unable to defend the Arab 
lands in their region. Equally unable to help are countries like 
Syria and Egypt, which aligned behind the U.S. in the war against 
Iraq and are not willing to do anything about the atuation. The 
writer said that those countries, together with the United States, 
raltid against Iraq and offered billions of dollars to kill Iraq, but 
they ,are now feeing a new common enemy which they can not 
deal with in the absence of the Iraqi power. 


The gift of the Arabs to the world 


By Thomas J. Fitzpatrick 


I have written four articles for die 
Jordan Times this past year. In 
them I, as a foreigner, struggled 
with some basic questions that 
are a challenge for the Arab 
World, as I see it. Several of 
those challenges are the need for 
dialogue between Christians and 
Muslims and Che need for dia- 
logue between the Arab World 
and the contemporary world of 
science and technology. 


To put it a bit naively, in the light 
of this conflict, to ask the ques- 
tion who are the Arabs, the 
answer is: Arabs are those who are ia 
confect with Israel. This conflict 
has not allowed the deeper issues 
of identity to be more in con- 
sciousness. The Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict — with all the necessity to be 
engaged in it — has been a 
distraction from the deeper and 
longer term ' realities for the 
Arabs. 


Out of reflection about these 
issues and after many discussions 
at the Jesuit Centre in Amman, I 
think I have gone deeper in my 
considerations and seen that what 
would be most helpful in the 
Arab World is a profound reas- 
sessment of the Arab identity. 
This is a challenge for all Arabs 

— Christians and Muslims alike 

— and it touches the world of 
science and technology. 


What are the deeper realities of 
Arab identity? One way of 
answering this is to ask another 
question: What do the Arabs 
want to offer rbe world? What is 
the gift that the Arabs at this time 
in the history of the world want to 
g|ve to the world? To answer this 
question would demand a deep 
sense of the Arab character and 
an understanding of the needs of 
the contemporary world. 


First of all. there has been a 
great recent distraction for the 
Arabs in developing their identi- 
ty. For the past seventy years, or 
so, the Arabs in this part of the 
world have been almost con- 
sumed with the issue of the Arab- 
lsraeli conflict. This is understand- 
able because of the extent of the 
human suffering for the Arabs 
that this conflict has caused and 
the commendable fight for justice 
and human rights in which the 
Arabs have been engaged. But 
the issue has been so all absorb- 
ing that it almost defines the 
identity of the Arabs at this time. 


As evidenced in my previous 
articles in the Jordan Times, I 
have been concerned about bow 
easy it seems for the Arab World 
to take on contemporary science 
and technology without reflecting 
what this means for the overall 
culture of the Arabs. The Arabs 
are taking on the science and 
technology from other parts of 
the world and want to be free of 
any philosophy underlying these 
scientific superficialities. Bat, in 


rejecting the philosophy of scien- 
ce which the West has struggled 


in* pain over the last 500 years to 
formulate for itself, the Arab 
World has no scientific philoso- 
phy of its own. So, taking on the 


scientific advances of others with- 
out an integrating philosophy of 
their own makes the Arabs fed 
inferior. They take on the success 
of others and that is that. They 
feel they have no mission of their 
own in the world. They feel them- 
selves amply as inferior recovers: 
I think it best for the Arabs — 
for their own health pf mind — 
simply to accept that they will not 
for the foreseeable future be 
offering the world great break- 
throughs in scientific theory and 
investigation (maybe sometime 
this will happen). This is not- 
where the Arab identity will be 
developed in the coming years. 
The hope of what the Arabs have 
to offer is a science and technolo- 
gy which is integrated into the 
community and is relational. 

What does that mean? The 
gift of the Arab World is the gift 
of human relations. In the United 
States an image winch is very 
e xp r essive of a myth underlying 
the culture is the Marlboro Man 
— that rugged cowboy who 
appears in advertising for Maxi- 
boro cigarettes. The cowboy is a 
symbol of individualism in the 
United States: the solitary figure 
who roams the ranges; the strong 
and courageous individual who is 
ready to face any danger. The 
image of the rugged cowboy has 
been a very successful image in 
selling Marlboro cigarettes (to 
Americans and those who want to 
be like Americans) because it 
touches deeply the myth structur- 
ing life in the United States. This 
is not the image indicating the 
identity of the Arab people. A 


root imago for the Arabs is the 
bedouin tent wife no walls, hous- 
ing a group of family members in 
various activities. This root image 
of die Arabs sells many iftais 
(breakfasts) in time of Ramadan 
when the fancy ballrooms of 
many of the expensive, modem, 
technologically efficient hotels in 
Amman are decorated with be- 
douin tents- - 


mention a few. The struggle with become tired of western analyses 
die Arab identity toadies every of the Arab World. I have cotne 


sphere of life. What I am suggest- to die point where I believe. that 
ing here is a massive challeqge for analyses of the 'Arab. World, 


fee Arab World. There is a feel- whichare do ne by anyone edit- 
ing of rir-fjr-atrxm amArtg Arabs, cated in the western world, even* 
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This comes from a domination for Arabs, will inevitably be very 
some time of forces from outside negative, even devastating!^ 


fee Arab World. But these^ forces negative. Often, the forcefutness 
have not been able to etumnate of these is that they are rigla — if 


The difference in these two 
images points to vastly di fferent 
myths which are expressive of 
these respective peoples. In the 
West, individualism is a very 
strong force according to which 
society is stiuctured and oper- 
ates. In the Arab World family 
units and relationships are at the 
centre of human life and are die 
forces out of which fife is lived. In 
the West ‘individuals” in creative 
isolation are usually responsible 
for great advances in science; 
some Arabs now may be engaged 
in such work and many in the 


the deeper identity of fee Arabs you are content with the view- 
— they live this identity every- point they are offering. To be 
day. It is this deeper identity sure, there is much to be done in 


which, if the Arabs are to offer the Arab World in every field, 
something to tibc world, is pre- but if it is not done in conjunction 


dous and needed. Let the Arabs with the deeper realities and 
not - fed inferior because of the identity of Arab life it will merely 


great things other peoples are be another force in depressing the 
doing, but let the Arabs realise Arabs and pointing out how in- 


that they have some profound gift ferior they are; and it will not 
to offer the world and let diem work. 


live by feat. 

It is painful to see the conflktis 


Finally, I would like to offer 


amongst the Arabs themselves, something on my own spirituality 
Especially painful for me is the which has been an influence on 


conflict between Christians and my coming to the position prop- 
Muslims. The recognition of the osed in this article. I am a priest 


ft profound identity of the Arabs as in the Catholic (Latin) church 

JS ^Tthewrid is asoggcsdoB and a mambei of a religions 


not for just Christians or just order, the Jesuits. For us, Jesuits, 
ISaS! 5n Muslims but for all Arabs. The in our prayer and reflection there 

St word “Arab” is not identified is a personal question which is 

Jt, with any one religious group, very important, and that is; What 
— to ^om idatioM are £ a identity do I want? Implied here is that we 

w which all Arabs share. The image are created by God and amongst 

d ‘ ^ of toe bedouin tent wife its our gifts as his human creatures is. 

wono neeos nus. gathering of people expresses the the gift to make decisions. In the 

I have used science as an exam- root myth of all Arabs. If all presence of God and believing 
pie of fee challenge to the Arabs Arabs could work together on feat God is wife me I ask: What- 
to express their own identity in development of their root ideoti- do I want? I have thought much 
fee contemporary world. There is ty maybe that could be a pro- about this question in thinking 
the challenge to fee Arabs to found and enri ching means of about the identity of fee Arabs: 
express and develop their identity communication between Christ- What do you want? What do you 
in every area of human life: eco* i»"» and Muslims. have and want to give? What do 


I have used science as an exam- 
ple of fee challenge to the Arabs 
to express their own identity in 
fee contemporary world. There is 
the challenge to fee Arabs to 
express and develop their identity 
in every area of human life: eco- 
nomics, politics, education — to 


have and want to give? What do 


I am a westerner and have you want to give to fee world? 


Iraqi Greens 
want to clean up 


U.S. talks curbs, but pushes 


Middle East 


sales on Mideast arms 


By Peter Smerdoo 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — A "Green” party 
is set to enter Iraqi politics led by 
a pistol-packing ex-communist. 

The Greens say the main threat 
to the environment is posed by 
chemical, biological and nuclear 
weapons in other Middle Eastern 
states. ~ •* ' 

“The formation of this party is 
our - national“dutyr^~said ' party 
leader Mudhir Arif, with pistol 
discreetly tucked into his belt 
beneath his jacket. 

“We realise we will face difficul- 
ties in our work but will try to 
solve these problems in the legal 
framework." 

Asked to describe President 
Saddam Hussein’s stand on fee 
environment, Mr. Arif, a maga- 
zine editor, replied: “We are not 
concerned with that." 

The Greens say they are ready 
to apply for registration as the 
sole official alternative to Sad- 
dam Hussein’s ruling Baath Party 
and are confident of approval 
because the Iraqi president prom- 
ised political, economic and 
media reforms last year. 

Saddam Hussein need fear no 
threat from the Greens. 

“The Middle East is an area of 
conflict with foreign troops, and 
arms including nuclear, biological 
and chemical weapons in Israel, 
Iran and Turkey,” said Green 
activist Behnun Abu A1 Souf. 
“All these pose a threat to the 
environment.” 

He said the party would also 
campaign on anti-pollution and 
othdr environment issues. 

Iraq’s formidable weapons 
arsenal, including vast stocks of 
chemical weapons, now being dis- 


mantled by the United Nations 
under the terms of last year’s 
Gulf war ceasefire did not appear 
to be an issue. 

Mr. Arif, editor of Rafidain 
magazine, owned by Saddam 
Hussein's son Uday, sidestepped 
questions about Iraqi government 
attitudes to the environment. 

Told that Saddam Hussein was 
seen by much of the West as an 
environmental menace, who 
ordered a covert nuclear aims 
programme and the torching of 
Kuwaiti oilwells, party Vice- 
Chairman Hekmat Daraji said 
such charges were unproven. 

“If government policy nms 
contrary to the tenets of fee party 
we will defend our principles,” 
said fee lawyer, insisting feat fee 
U.S.-led allies who drove Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait set fire to 
the oilwells and that Iraq's nuc- 
lear programme was for peaceful- 
purposes. 

“At the initial stage we wfll 
campaign for the repair of dam- 
age to Iraq from the U.S. attack 
(Gulf war),” said Abu A1 Souf, a 
retired archaeologist and fee par- 
ty secretary. 

In what they said was their first 
encounter with a foreign journal- 
ist, the Greens stressed their in- 
dependence. 

“We are an independent party, 
not collaborators wife the gov- 
ernment,” Mr. Daraji said. “At 
any stage we will express our 
opinion and if necessary move 
public against the government.” 

Iraq's dependence on polluting 
fossil feels — its oil reserves are 
the second largest in the world 
but are currently bottled up by 
U.N. sanctions — left them un- 
ruffled. 


WASHINGTON — Although 
it said the Gulf war created a 
vital chance to limit Middle 
East arms sales, fee United 
States has since become fee 
region’s top weapons supplier 
and undermined its own sup- 
port for curbs. 


U.S. officials and Western- 
diplomats privately pin much 
of the blame on China for the 
failure of U.S. -initiated talks 
among fee five largest aims- 
exporting nations to place 
meaningful controls on con- 
ventional weapons deals. 


But experts say the talks, 
which bad their latest round of 
negotiations in Washington 
last week and have made only 
incremental progress, reflect a 
lack of political wfll among all 
five countries involved — espe- 
cially the United States, but 
also Britain, France, Russia 
and China. 


munist empire. 

The United States, which 
the non-profit Anns Control 
Association (ACA) says 
approved more than $21 trillion 
. in arms sales to the Middle 
East in the past 20 months — 
including $8-5 billion since Mr. 
Bush launched his initiative — 
has become the region's lead- 
ing supplier. 

Saudi Arabia got $14.8 bil- 
lion of feat $21 billion and 
would receive another $4 bil- 
lion to SS trillion if a proposed 
sale of F-15 aircraft goes" 
through, ACA’s Lee Fexnstein 
said. 


They say they can find no 
prospective arms deal that was 
thwarted or reversed in the 
year since President George 
Bush, bouyed by a Gulf war 
victory that has now lost its 
lustre, launched his Middle 
East aims control initiative. 


The former Soviet Union 
used to be fee top arms sup- 
plier to the region, wife Iraq its 
leading diem. But ^11 that bas 
been changed by post-Gulf war 
efforts by the United Nations 
to dismantle Baghdad’s arsenal 
and political and economic 
change in the defunct com- 


“ Although it said 
the Gulf war cre- 
ated a vital chance 
to limit Middle 
East arms sales, 
the United States 
has since become 
the region’s top 
weapons suppliers 
and undermined 
its otfn support for 
curbs.” 


Moreover, classified U.S. in- 
telligence data shows that in 
1991 fee United States deli- 
vered $4.4 billion worth of 


By Carlo Giacomo 

Reuter 

aims Britain, $3-5 billion fee 
, which former Soviet Union, $2.5 bil- 
Controi lion France, $1.5 billion and 

.) says China $300 million. 

1 trillion .All of fee major supplies 
Middle face domestic pressures to eon- 

>nths tinue a vigorous export trade. 

nee Mr. With the cold war over, the 
ative — United States, -Britain, -France 
i's lead- and Russia' are reducing fee 
- size of their own militaries^ so 
4.8 bfl- foreign sales help retain anns- 
on and manufacturing jobs and mar- 

$4 bfl- kets. 

roposed France is said to be partkm- 
ft goes lariy dependent on exports, 
euistein with over half its arms sold 
abroad. 

For Russia, struggling to 

make fee transition from a 
Sfl iri communist economy to the 

free-market system, fee sales 
Cre- provide needed hard currency, 

ojnfg That is also true of China,' 
which experts say uses export 
idle sales to support its army and 
line the pockets of the political 

tateS Before and during the two 
days of arms talks in Washing 
•Ume (on week,. U.S. and di- 
top ptomatic sources complained 

.. r privately that- China, in par- 

UerS ticular, was being difficult, 

ined A ke y 8 0 * 1 of fee talks has 
been pre-notification of con^ 
t for ventional weapons transfers, 

something Beijing has opposed 
and which the talks again foiled 
- to resolve. 

But experts' say except for 
U.S. in- ballistic missfles, China is a 

that in minor supplier to fee Middle 

ts deli- East and if fee other four 

>rtb of countries wanted to move on 


pre- notification, they could im- 
plement this nrimmal step and 
begin controlling arms sales. 

At a formal briefing for re- 
porters after the Washington 
talks, a senior U.S, official, 
who spoke 'on condition of 
anonymity, sidestepped direct 
criticism of China. 

Natalie Goldnpg of the Brit- 
ish' 1 American ' ' Security In- 
formation Council said it 
appears the administration 
may have decided not to fault 
China pubfidy because Mr. 
Bush is expected to recom- 
mend this week extension of 
favourable trade benefits for 
Beijing. 

Such criticism would ■ only 
fuel congressional Democrats 
who want to deny such benefits 
because of China’s record on 
arms proliferation, human 
rights and trade practices, she 
said. 

Last week's talks resulted in 
interim guidelines concerning 
transfers of weapons of mass 
destruction and a transfer of 
data on 1991 sales by three of 
the five countries. 

U.S. officials admit this 
progress is much more modest 
than they had initially en- 
visioned, but they argue that at 
least a process for discussing 
arms limi ts is in place. 

Althongb fee negotiators 
agreed fee next meeting will be 
held in Moscow, a date has not 
been set and arms experts fear 
it may not take place until next 
year — dilating an already 
Sawed and fragile process. 


Western Europe must get 
firmly back on Atlantic 


both feet 


ground 


By Herbert Kremp 


There is no mistaking the signs of 
continental drift in Atlantic 
alliance and European Commun- 
ity institutions. It is a phe- 
nomenon to be noted with fee 

speechlessness that the forces of 
nature trigger. 

Greater powers seem to be at 
work on a new world order no- 
on e has yet thought of, least of all 
fee U.S. president. What are the 
forces feat in a suspiciously para- 
llel manner are prompting Amer- 
ica and Russia to drift westwards 
and eastwards towards their re- 
spective centres of gravity? 


Id the think tank suites at 
NATO, officials would consider 
it a stroke of good luck if the 
North Atlantic pact were to last 
for a further five or six years 
years “to stabilise the East.” 
The political region this term 
covers encompasses eastern cen- 
tral Europe up to the border with 
Russia and fee Ukraine. 
Beyond this line movements 


have been observed that are 
heading towards Asian great 
power status and cannot be 
accommodated in fee North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council, to 
which almost all the former 
Soviet republics belong. 

At all meetings beid so far the 
countries on Russia’s western gla- 
ds have all shown themselves to 
feel they are in a heightened - 
security risk zone. 

Where the United States is 
concerned, fee drift away from 
Europe is exemplified by three 
factors, rme of which is that as- 
observers at NATO and in the 
sadly prejudiced European Com- 
munity see it, fee U.S. military 
commitment in Europe is in- 
creasingly coming to depend on 
domestic congressional priorities.. 

The parameters are no longer 
risk-oriented; they are budget- 
related. At fee European Com- 
munity fee Los Angeles riots are 
felt to tell their own tale. 

■Viewed in this light, the United 
States is seen as facing urban 
unrest and fee end of a historic 


racial compromise. America’s de- 
termination to regard the Yugos- 
lav conflict as a strictly European 
problem is felt to be of equal 
importance. There was no mis- 
taking it when fee European 
Commission's Jacques Delors last 
met President Bush. 

German foreign policy was 
based on the stability of fee 
Soviet Union and fee continued 
presence of the United States. 
That was why such great store 
was set by the CSCE, which was 
seen as part of an over-riding 
European security structure. 


It was even seen as competing 
with fee North Atlantic Pact, 
which increasingly came to see its 
role as a political one, that of 
paving the way for fee expected 
peace order. 


It was dear from the outset*, 
however, that fee United States 
saw NATO as its mainstay and 
the CSCE as at best an option. 

Nationality conflicts then de- 
monstrated fee weakness of all 
large-scale organisations in which 


the great powers are not equally 
represented — or at least one 
power rules the roost. 

In the Golf war fee United 
Nations was overwhelmingly in- 
fluenced by the United States. In 
Yugoslavia the U.N. and the 
CSCE seem toothless because the 
United States is keen not to 
commit itself. 

America is anxiously but col- 
dbloodedly following tiie prog- 
ress of nationality dashes in the 
former Soviet Union. 

The central eastern Europeans 
arc keen to join fee NATO fold 
but only allowed to take part in 
fee mundane deliberations of fee 
North Atlantic Cooperation 
CoundL 

There they are told that 
NATO’s hands are tied where 
dashes of ■ all kinds between 
nationalities — and fee risks they 
entail — are concerned. 

One of the key concepts of 
NATO’s reformulated doctrine is 
fee claim that the pact's mere 
existence is a factor for peace and 
Stability. 


That may be true where 
NATO’s traditional territory is 
concerned but it does not apply to 
the fighting feat is going on in 
Eastern and South-Eastern 
Europe. 

In the event of a nnlflarydash 
such as a latterday Crimean War’, 
Rusaa and the Ukraine would 
be impressed by fee existence 
°» NATO or fee CSCE. 

NATO might be able to offcet 
tins deefine in its influence if only 
it were to decide to extend its 
territory to the borders of Russia. 
But that would require a'unani- 
mous decision, and none is forth- 
coming. 

The European Community is 
completely helpless as it faces the 
conflicts that are spreading to 
Europe. It has no political au- 
thority and pot even a self-de- 
fence capability, which is why the 
Serbian generals can play cat and 
mouse with it. 

If ■Western Europe is to gain a 
Ann footing once more amid tins 
movement and destabilisation it 


must quit its castle in the air 
get both feet back on the ground. 

For one it must direct its efforts 
to getting the U.S. Congress to 
review its inclination to disen- 
gage. The New Atlanticism proc- 
laimed by Secretary of State 
Jama Baker in December 1989 is 
the basis and pre-requisite of all 
security. 

Now that Russia has decided to 
.replace the CIS forces with an 
army of its own which will control 
/fee largest nuclear arsenal and 
the tank output of a high-po- 
wered arms industry a corres 
ponding American military pre- 
sence and an intact alliance are 


>n,e European Communi 
must lend Eastern Centr 
Europe economic assistances 
feough the presidential systei 
that are. taking shape there m 
notbe to everyone’s liking. 

These, then,- are the urge 
tasks that, lie ahead for Germ 
roreiga policy as well — E 
Weft. 
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(CondDBcd from page 1) 

The. Amman governor has been 
instructed to intensify his toms of 
various offices in the Amman re- 
gion to ensure that due services are 
being offered to the public. 

Referring to arrangements at the 
foUow-ttp and Inspection Depart- 
ment, Mr. Sboul said that direc- 
tiona had been placed at that de- 
partment deigned to help the pub- 
lic save time. These directions, be 
said, answer the citizens* enquiries 
and satisfy requests. The minkrer 
said that by these arrangements the 
ministry is hopeful that all proce- 
dures conducted by die follow-up 
and Inspection Department ta n be 
completed in a matter of hours, 
provided all required papers had 
been submitted to the concerned 
officials. 

Mr. Sboul said a sixth and new 
department is being opened in the 
Interior Ministry to help adminis- 
ter the registration and legalisation 
of political parties which are ex- 
pected to be legalised this summer. 
About 60 political parties arc ex- 
pected to apply for registration. 
Mr. Sboul said. 

"There can be no registration 
before the Lower House passes the 
law and political parties become 
legal,” the minister said. “We have 
already received many inquiries 
and applications. Any party is bee 
to approach us but the registration 
process can only begin after the 
law is passed.” 

Mr. Sboul said that the citizen's 
registration number would facili- 
tate administrative work. "We 
hope that very soon citizens can 
renew their passports by mail; this 
will be one of the results of having 
number identifications for every, 
citizen.” 

The process of registering the 
citizens is expected to take more 
than six months. It would also 
serve as a national census. 


Most people who carty . Jorda- 
nian passports are Jordanian 
citizens ana, in addition to the 
passport, have a civil status identi- 
fication card or a family registra- 
tion book. There are, however, 
approximately 120,000 carriers of 
“temporary” Jordanian passports. 

These temporary passport hol- 
ders are mostly from the occupied 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip and 
were caught up in the adminisrra- 
trve problems which resulted from 
the 1988 disengagement of legal 
and administrative ties between 
Jordan and the West Bank. 

“These are humanitarian cases. 
If wc want to follow the rules then 
there should be no temporary pass- 
ports, but we cannot ignore the 
special circumstance that the 
Palestinians from the occupied ter- 
ritories find themselves in.” said 
Mr. Sboul. He added that these 
120,000 people would not be eligi- 
ble for a. citizen registration num- 
ber since they are not citizens. 

The head of the Qvil Status and 
Passport Department. Nasouh 
Mohreddin, said the issuance of 
special passports for Jordanian 
businessmen and other frequent 
travellers was also among the new 
administrative changes bong cons- 
idered. 

The crime rate in the country has 
not increased when compared to 
previous years, said Mr. Sboul, 
warding off accusations that the 
country is faring a crime wave. 
“There are no more crime this year 
than in the previous years; some 
crimes just get more publicity than 
others and therefore give a wroog 
impression,” said the interior 
minister. 

“To think that crime could be 
totally absent from any society is 
not reaiisDc. Crimes occur in every 
society and Jordan is not an iso- 
lated island,” he said. “Our job is 
to keep the crime rate as low as 
possible and we are doing every- 
thing we can.” 



Reforms have long way ahead 
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(Continued from page 1) 

yardsticks,” he said. “This in torn 
would require halting government 
employment which means in- 
creased unemployment.” 

He argued that the number of ' 
applicants for jobs in die country 
goes up by 40,000 a year, whi ch, be 
said, “is a large number that the 
Jordanian economy, as it stands 
now, cannot absorb.” 

Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ibrahim Izzedine. 
on the other hand, maintains that 
“if anything” . certain sectors of 
government are underemployed. 

Mr. Izzedine, who has played a 
principal role in the a dminis trative 
reform plan, says that the minis- 
tries of education and health, bring . 
the largest , employing agencies 
within the government structure, 
will face increasing p re ssures as the . . 
population of the. country con- 
tinues to prow placing a strain on 
their services. 

“Most of our departments are 
not overstaffed bat employees are 
totally underpaid and Ol-trained,” 
Mr. TtjimKim* says. 

“What we need is that land of 
training that becomes part and 
parcel of any employees’ work.” 

He argues that administrative 
reform, as envisioned by this gov- 
ernment, would mean develop- 
ment of the staff and technology in 
public departments in a way that 
would reduce bureaucracy and in- 
crease efficiency and at the same 
time ensure increased employment 
in the proper sectors. 

Coupled with that, Mr. Izzecfine 
says,- reform laws and regulations 
need to be introduced so that 
administrative reform would be 
rnstiruFWMialiscd rather- than re- 
main at the mercy erf one govern- 
ment or another. 

But unemployment remains the 
more pressing issue for politicians 
in the country as the problem is 
often seen as a direct result of 
economic adjustment or linked to 
the large number of foreign work- 
ers in the country. 

Mr. Izzedine says that the gov- 
ernment is “aware of the results of 
restructuring ou poverty and un- 
employment,” and while these are 
not easy problems to tackle “it is to 
the credit of the government that 
we admit that there is real unem- 
ployment and not behavioural un- 
employment as previous govern- 
ments had called it." 

He maintains that the govern- 
ment had been working hard to 
expand the tasks of the Ministry of 
Labour to include employment as 
wen so that it would become a 
ministry of labour and unemploy- 
ment. 

“The ministry would then have 
among its departments an identi- 
fication department with a new 
emphasis on the work market and 
(inking it with education of work- 
ers,” he says. 

But critics of this proposal mam- 
tain that while tire Ministry of 


Labour is directly concerned with 
only the employment of labourers 
— but not professionals — it would 
not be able to solve the unemploy- 
ment problem of the country. 

“We do not have unemployment 
among labourers,” says Minister of 
Labour Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
“What we have is unemployment 
among professionals.” In fact, it is 
this particular argument that some 
officials use to argue against ex- 
panding the Ministry of Labour. 

“The problem of unemployment 
among professionals is tire respon- 
sibility of the Gv9 Service Com- 
mission,” argues one government 
official. 

The official contends that unless 
employment of professionals is re- 
formed to become an “open con- 
test employment” the problem of 
unemployment among their ranks 
cannot be sotyed- „ ... - 

b is precisely this argument that 
the Ministry of labour now uses to. 
fight off demands to minimise the 
number, of foreign workers in the 
country. 

WhQe Mr. Masri, whose govern- 
ment championed a campaign to 
reduce the number of Arab fofeign 
labourers in the country, called for 
continuing this policy to fight off 
unemployment, serving labour 
officials maintain that foreign 
labour and unemplpymeat in Jor- 
dan are not directly connected. 

Mr. Masri, in his lecture in 
Ma’an, argued that while tens of 
thousands of Jordanians were with- 
out jobs, there still remain around 
300,000 foreign workers in Jordan. 

Bat officials now teD a different 
story of how this policy works and 
use it in explaining their present 
policy of giving permits to foreign 
workers. 

Conceding that tremendous 
efforts were exerted to minimise 
the problem of foreign workers by 
the Masri government, critics say 
that these efforts only created 
another problem of foreigners 
staying in the country and wonting 
without official permits. 

“I would rather give permits to 
the workers already in the country 
so I can tap their numbers and 
ensure that they are working in the 
proper sectors than have lists of 
names of workers who should be 
deptmsd bm are m actuality still in 
the country," a senior official says. 

The official, however, says that 
the labour policy of this govern- 
ment on foreign workers may pro- 
duce better results since it follows a 
policy of renewal rather than 
issuing permits for incoming work- 
ers which in the end mSy mean that 
their numbers would decrease as 
they leave the country of their own 
will. 

A political angle to this particu- 
lar argument is brought op by 
another official who says that wide 
Jordan, is working diligently to 
ensure that its own citizens are 
protected while working in other 
ooun tries “we cannot apply double 
standards here.” 
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Assad: Syria will not hit first 

(Continued from page 1) 
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using the attacks to gain votes in 
: £the June 23 elections. 
y “In our view Israel has two 
aims; First to obstruct the peace 
process since it is really dear that 
. the present Israeli government 
: does not want peace," he said. 

‘‘It may find it an opportunity 
.to obscure its attitude by talk- 
er-; V. ing... (about) the Hizbollah or. 
terrorism and thus aeate a justi- 
; • fication for war in the region,” he 


ff* ^ 


' ~ . l*;-. ' “Second, the Israeli govern- 

; if ? ““ot believes that by escalating 
military operations it wifi 'win 
’ \ V; 'jfcmore votes in the forthcoming 

'.“f ‘‘V foraeii elections." 

v* " ‘ •>- y , Hie Syrian president said Israel 
«.'• should seek to attain peace with 
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the Arabs by abiding by United 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tions and withdrawing from the 
occupied Arab territories. 

Mr. Assad denied allegations 
of Syrian involvement in the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am flight 103 
over the Scottish town of Locker- 
bie 'in which 270 people died. 

“Syria has said and continues 
to say that it has never stood with 
terrorism/' said Mr. Assad, 
adding that Syria had discussed 
the allegations with U-S- officials. 

“We urged them to present to 
ik... any proof of anything that 
might impheate Syria. But they 
presented nothing simply because 
they do not have what they lust 
for.” 


Jordan explains stand to Morocco 


Arafat is recovering well 


(Continued from page 1) 

in guarding and maintaining the 
holy sites in Jerusalem despite the 
Israeli occupation of the Holy 
Gty. A recent move by Saudi 
Arabia to donate SI0 million to a 
United Nations agency instead of 
the Amman committee to repair 
the Dome of the Rock and A1 
Aqsa mosques was seen as aimed 
at bypassing Jordan. 

Shortly after the Saudi 
announcement of King Fahd’s 
contribution of S10 million. King 
Hussein, whose government re- 
mains responsible for the mainte- 
nance and upkeep of the holy 
shrines in the occupied Holy Gty. 
said he was donating SS-24 mil- 
lion of his private funds to repair 
the seventh century mosque. 

The King raised the money by 
selling a house in London, 
according to official sources. His 
contribution raised to 510 million 
the amount available with the 
Amman committee for the re- 
pairs. 

Jordan has said that while it 
welcomes Saudi or any other 
contribution towards reparing the 
shrines it insists that such funds 
be channelled through the Am- 
man Committee. 

Any involvement by an inter- 
national organisation in Jeru- 
salem “will open the door for the 
internationalisation of not only 
Islamic issues but the Holy Gty 
itself,” Information Minister 
Mahmoud Sharif said last month. 

“We do not and will not accept 


any Internationalisation of Jeru- 
salem or its Islamic holy sites,” he 
added. “Nor do we accept any 
attempt to circumvent Jordan’s 
role." 

According to official figures, 
Jordan has spent JD 164 million 
on holy sites in Palestine since 
1948, including the costs of 
periodic repairs and salaries of civil 
servants working for them. 

A Jordanian popular fund- 
raising committee formed last 
month to help restore Jerusalem's 
holy Muslim and Christian sites 
said it planned to raise at least 
$20 million over the next three 
years from individuals and in- 
stitutions. 

Daoud Suleiman, spokesman 
for the group of affluent Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian business- 
men, lawyers, bankers and politi- 
cians told Reuters on Tuesday a 
national campaign to collect “A 
dinar for Jerusalem” would start 
next week. 

The target is to raise JD 9 
million from at least three million 
Jordanians with the rest of the 
tax-deductible donations contri- 
buted by businessmen and institu- 
tions. 

The A1 Aqsa and Omar mos- 
ques along with ancient homes 
bousing Muslim officials badly 
need repair. 

Tunisian President Zine A1 
Abidine Ben Ali expressed 
thanks on Tuesday to Saudi King 
Fahd who pledged to give $10 
million to repair the Dome of the 
Rock. 


(Continued from page 1) 

of his being the sole leader of the 
PLO. 

Defying doctors' orders to limit 
viators to dose aides, dozens of 
Jordanian and Palestinian offi- 
cials and Arab and Asian diplo- 
mats converged on the King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre to check on 
Mr. Arafat. Hallways outside his 
room were packed with people 
and scores of bouquets of flow- 
ers. 

Access fo the military hospital 
compound is restricted to people 
with special passes. Hundreds of 
women, men and children 
gathered at the entrance, chant- 
ing “blood and soul we forsake 
for you, Abu Am mar." 

Hundreds of others flocked to 
the PLO office in Amman to 
celebrate. A Palestinian slaught- 
ered six sheep on the sidewalk 
outside the PLO office in a tradi- 
tional expression of gratitude to 
God. 

Sweets, chocolates and candy 
were handed out to tire well- 
wishers as Farouk Kaddoumi, the 
PLO's political affairs chief, and 
Hani A1 Hassan, Mr. Arafat's 
political adviser, shook hands 
with the crowds. 

Mr. Kaddoumi who visited Mr. 
Arafat earlier in the day said the 
PLO chief "seemed to be in 
perfect shape." 

"He got out of bed and walked 
a bit m the corridor," he said. 

Mr. Arafat, who at 62 has 
survived wars and assassination 
attempts and a Sahara plane 
crash in April, was rushed into 
surgery on Monday after a scan 
showed a blood dot caused by the 
impact of the desert crash. 

The PLO leader has main- 
tained a hectic pace of consulta- 
tions between Arab heads of state 
on the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

He had been suffering from 
severe headaches and sleepless 
nights. 

“He had been flying from Syria 
to Tunis to Yemen and over the 
past week the symptoms progres- 
sed and worsened," Dr. Qousous 
was quoted as saying by Reuters 
in reply to a question why Mr. 
Arafat had not sought treatment 
earlier. 

Left untreated, the blood clot 
could have paralysed Mr. Arafat 
had he taken another plane trip, 
doctors said on Monday after be 
underwent a 90-minute opera- 
tion. 

Dr. Qousous said Mr. Arafat 
would be discharged by Thursday 
or Friday. He said the PLO chief 
was receiving few visitors and had 
not been given a telephone. 

“At this stage we would prefer 
that he rest,” be said. 

Mr. Arafat's wife, 28-year-okl 
Suha Tawil, had been expected to 
travel to Amman late on Monday 
to join him but failed to arrive. 
PLO officials said she had been 
delayed because of flight prob- 
lems. 

Mr. Arafat has no history of 
any major diseases, hot has had 


numerous scrapes with death. 

In October 1985, he narrowly 
escaped when Israeli warplanes 
demolished PLO headquarters in 
an air raid on Tunis. 

When Mr. Arafat was missing 
for 15 houis in the Libyan desert 
after bis Antonov went down last 
April, Palestinians were stunned 
when it looked like he had finally 
run out of luck. Three crew mem- 
bers were killed in the crash, but 
Mr. Arafat suffered only bruises 
to bis bead and body. 


Mr. Arafat has said France 
offered him medical treatment 
after he was hurt in the plane 
crash. 

“After this plane crash in Libya 
in which I was nearly killed... 
Paris offered me treatment in 
France,” he said in an interview 
published on Tuesday by the 
French daily Le Quotidien. 

The crash came two months 
after the discreet admission of 
Palestinian leader George 
Habash for medical treatment in 
a Paris hospital caused an outcry 
and forced the resignation of 
three senior government officials 


and the head of the French Red 
Cross. 

The French foreign ministry 
had no immediate comment on 
Mr. Arafat’s disclosure. France 
had offered to take part in the 
search for Mr. Arafat's plane 
after it crash-landed in the Libyan 
desert. 

Mr. Arafat, who was treated in 
Libya after the crash, said he was 
grateful for France's offer. 

“We shall never forget the 
French position on this occasion, 
that of President (Francois) Mit- 
terrand, and that of my friends in 
the (French) opposition." 


Delegation leaves for Earth Summit 

(Continued from page 1) 


among industrial and developing 
nations towards protecting com- 
mon interests by providing safe- 
guards for the world's atmos- 
phere, Dr. Tubeishat said. 

“It is indeed a historic occasion 
to see policymakers taking part in 
a practical meeting designed to 
find the appropriate means for 
preserving life on planet Earth 
and to ensure decent life for the 
future generations,'’ the minister 
added. 

The Earth Summit is expected 
to discuss elaborate strategies and 
measures to halt and reverse the 
effects of environmental degrada- 
tion in the context of increased 
national and international efforts 
to promote sustainable and en- 
vironmentally sound develop- 
ment in all countries. 

The conference presents a uni- 
que opportunity' for mankind to 
focus international attention on 
the fundamental interdependence 
between environmental issues 
and development, according to 
conference sources. 

Dr. Tubeishat said that the 
conference would direct its atten- 
tion to the protection ■ of the 
atmosphere by combatting cli- 
mate change, depletion of the 
ozone layer, protection of the 
quality and supply of fresh water 


resources, protection of the 
oceans and seas, protection and 
management of land resources, 
conservation of biological diversi- 
ty, environmentally sound man- 
agement of biotechnology, pro- 
tection of human health condi- 
tions, combatting desertification, 
fighting off the underlying causes 
of poverty and halting illegal 
inter-boundary transportation of 
dangerous and poisonous waste. 

Jordan will adhere to a general 
consensus taken by the Arab 
ministers responsible for the en- 
vironment in Cairo last Septem- 
ber, Dr. Tubeishat said. 

He said the Arab ministers 
declared their countries' commit- 
ment to work at individual as well 
as collective levels for achieving 
sustainable development and 
satisfying the needs of .the present 
generation without prejudice to 
the rights of future generations. 

Dr. Tubeishat is accompanied 
J 0 the conference, which is sche- 
duled to conclude on June 14, by 
a delegation of senior officials 
representing the ministries of wa- 
ter and irrigation and planning, 
the Meteorology Department, 
the Higher Council for Socience 
and Technology, the Royal Scien- 
tific Society and the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


issue No. 10 



Draw ing of June 2, 1992 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 06558 
Wins JD 30,000 


TenconsolaiiQnpn2ssiOBllingJD ijno fldctiwinsJD 120 

06559 06568 06658 07558 16558 
06557 06548 06458 05558 96558 

Holder of ticket No. 50348 

Wins JD 7,000 


Ten CO n so la 1 ton prees totaling JD Too eacn wins JD 70 

50349 50358 50448 51348 60348 
50347 50338 50248 59348 40348 

Holder of ticket No. 74646 
Wins JD 3,500 


Ten consolation pices totalling JD 400 eacn mns JU 40 

74647 74656 74746 75646 84646 
74645 74636745467364664646 

Holder of ticket No. 95807 
Wins JD 2,500 


Ten consaioiajn prizes totalling JD 2M each mns JU 30 

95808 95817 95907 96807 05807 
95806 95897 9570794807 85807 

Holder of ticket No. 63*147 
Wins JD 1,500 


Ten consolation pices totalling JD 150 eacn wins JD 15 

63148 631 57 63247 64147 73147 
63146 63137 63047 62147 53147 

Holder of ticket No. 55054 

Wins JD 1,200 


Ten consolaiion prees totalling JD 100 eacn mns JD 10 

55055 55064 551 54 56054 65054 
55053 55044 55954 54054 45054 

Holder of ticket No. 73452 
Wins JD 1,000 


Ten consolation pn;ns totalling JU W each mns JO 8 

73453 73462 73552 74452 83452 
73451 73442 73352 72452 63452 

Holder of ticket No. 66277 
Wins JD 800 


Tpn consolation prucs totalling JD TO eacn .vms JU 1 

66278 66287 66377 67277 76277 
66276 66267 66177 65277 56277 
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Mart 
Amman- Employee 
Had soon JD60O 


* Next Drew lakes place on June 17, 1992 
First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS h eadquar ters 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING. AW FREKSH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

. 60-1676 604696 ^ 
p.O BOX 7806 


G 
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i CROWN 

s INT’L EST. 

1 Packing, shipping. 

“ forwarding, storage, 
g clearing, door-to-door 
H service 
Air, Sea and Land 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open ILJO.J-JO A MU-U& rfufrl 

Taka away is avaOaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

| TeL 661922, Amm*n[ 

Cnee Tasted 

Ahuqplxi d/W 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
I2ffl-15$0 & 18’39 - 2339 

. Tel: 03-314415 


IDEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
FAMILIES & BUSINESSMEN 



Hotel. Suites 

WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SEKVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 


TEL: 698222 FAX 690671 
TLX: 24054 MAQSUfcA JO 
( OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
SHMEISANI - AMMAN ) 
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;UBGERUniBRl3SEinGES 
YOUR REST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^. 

■fr Kais Drydean. 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 
4-Keys Service 

☆ UphoLstiy, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phona 821 S56, Fax 
828183 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

, Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Sendee 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

• JUMBO photo 
shm 30% hurgmr 

* Froo mniargm- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shnuas&oi - Opp. Grind! ays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
AhliyyahjSirts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

TeL 638968 
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IPf^V 

International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

Fur Reservation: Jebel Ammon 
Third Circle TeL 015060 - d/.9MI 

• 

RESTAURNT I 

Open daily for | 

LUNCH & DINNER | 

Serves A Variety American Food 1 

Enjoy our Fresh Delicions 

Take Away is Available! Jy a 
ForRcscrvanonPlcasc cF*? |l 
■ Call 678000 * || 

' 




4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unforj 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are{ 
available tor sale. 

For further details, please 
caff 

[Abd o n n Real 
Estate 

|TeL 810605, 810609, 

' Fax: 810520. 


r CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only - 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 ■ Midnight / 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 

Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIE4ITEL 

#*2«|I|I= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Bo* 9403 - Fax 602*34 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


3 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


«* 


00 


Q0D 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



TAIWAN T0URISH0 

Ah* 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

|Jabal Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 



Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 
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Graf, Sabatini overcome rain 
to reach French Open semis 


PARIS (R) — Former champion 
Steffi Graf and third seed Gab- 
riela Sabatini overcame a cold 
and damp start to read) the semi- 
finals of die French Open tennis 
tournament Tuesday. 

The first day of the quarterfin- 
als began on a subdued note. On 
a half-empty centre court, specta- 
tors huddled beneath their 
umbrellas and plastic coats as 
steadily increasing rain made con- 
ditions miserable for them and 
players alike. 

Hie crowd saw Sabatini drop 
her first set of the Grand Slam 
event as the Argentine took her 
time to warm up in the chilly 
conditions. 

Despite runs of uncharacteris- 
tic errors, Sabatini, who has yet 
to make the final at Roland Gar- 
ros. pulled through to beat 
Spain's Conchita Martinez, the 
seventh seed, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Graf, the 1987 and 1988 cham- 
pion who had also not dropped a 
set before Tuesday, won her 
place in the last four with a 6-3, 
6-7, 6-3 victory over Natalia 
Zvereva of the CIS, the woman 
she whitewashed in the 1988 
final. 

For the first time, the German 
second seed' game looked ragged 
and the unsealed Zvereva won a 
surprising number of points on 
backhand winners down the line. 

Graf, who had never lost to 
Zvereva in eight previous meet- 
ings. served for the match at 5-4 
in the second set but was broken 
to 15 in a game which included a 
double fault. 

The set went on to a tiebreak 
which Zvereva won 7-4 to take 
the court one match into a thrid 
set. 

Graf said Zvereva, who is 
working with a new trainer, had 
improved enormously in the four 
years since they met in the final 
here. 

“She has become a much better 
player and she played very well 
today," Graf said. "She is a lot 
more eager than a few years ago. 

VI had some trouble with 
serves today,” the German 
added. “I just made a lot of 
second serves which always gave 
her the chance to jump in." 

Both Graf and Sabatini said the 
rain had made conditions uncom- 
fortable. 

‘‘At the end I think it was too 
much, we aD wanted to just get 
the match over,” said Graf, who 
now plays either 1989 champion 


Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of Spam 
or unseeded Dutchwoman Man- 
on Bollegraf. 

“The court was very slippery at 
the end" said Sabatini. “She 
(Martinez) wanted to stop but I 
wanted to finish the match." 

At 5-2 down in the deciding 
set. Martinez asked the super- 
visor to call a halt but he ordered 
play to continue and the Spaniard 
was broken to love to give Sabati- 
ni victory. 

“It was a miracle that I won 
today,” said Sabatini. “She was 
paying very well and I wasn’t 
doing much with the ball.” 

Sabatini trailed 0-3 in the 
second set before pulling back a 
break and moving ahead to 4-3 by 
breaking Martinez, who had 
beaten her only twice in nine 
previous meetings, again. 

“I had a good reaction at 0-3,” 
said Sabatini. “I started moving 
more and attacking her and tak- 
ing control of the match.” 

Sabatini will face either de- 
fending Champion Monica Seles, 
the woman she beat in the Rome 
final last month, or American 
fifth seed Jennifer Capriati in the 
semifinals. 



But both Graf and Sabatini had 
to wait to discover who their next 
opponents would be as the rain 
delayed the start of the rest of the 
day’s quarterfinals. 

Jim Courier and Andre Agassi 
led last year in the French 
in final. This year, they are on 
course for a collision one round 
earlier. 

Each has one more difficult 
hurdle to clear before Agassi gets 
a chance to avenge his five-set 
loss. 

Courier, the No. 1 seed, faced 
hard-serving Goran Ivanisevic in 
the opening men’s quarterfinal. 
Agassi, who says his sometimes- 
erratic game comes to life at 
Grand Slams, was to follow 
against Pete Sampras in an all- 
American showdown. 

Sampras is seeded third, yet he 
accepts that Agassi, seeded 11th, 
is the favourite. 

“The fact that I’m in the quar- 
terfinals — I don’t think too 
many people expected me to be' 
here,” Sampras, a hard-court 
specialist, said after beating Ger- 
many’s Carl-Uwe Steeb 6-4, 6-3, 
6-2 Monday. He called it his best 
match ever on day. 

The last two men's quarterfin- 
als are scheduled for Wednesday, 


Steffi Graf 

pairing France’s Henri Leconte 
against Sweden’s Nickias Kulti, 
and Russian Andrei Cherkasov 
against Petr Korda of Czechoslo- 
vakia. Korda, at No. 7, is the only 
seed left in the bottom half of the 
draw. 

Courier has won 20 straight 
matches and, along with Leconte, 
has not lost a set during the 
tournament. 

But if he gets past eighth- 
seeded Ivanisevic, he will face a 
confident opponent in either 
Agassi or Sampras. 

Agassi was delighted with his 
6-1, 6-3. 7-5 fourth-round victory 
Monday over Spain’s Emilio San- 
chez. who bad easily won die last 
meeting of the two in March at 
Indian Wells, California. 

“I never thought he would play 
like this,” Sanchez said. 

“This really emphasises where 
my game was at the beginning of 
the year verses where it is in 
now,” Agassi said. “Emilio is a 
tough competitor. ... The fact 
that I did beat him as comfortably 
as I did really gives me a lot of 
confidence going into the latter 
part of the week.” 

■How much better was Agassi : 
now? 


“I would have to say, if not 100 
percent, then sure dose to it,” be 
replied. 

Agassi admitted be sometimes 
lacks concentration during regu- 
lar ATP Tour events. 

“But when you get to the 
Grand Slams, you get the best in 
the world, and I think it taps a 
part of me that I don’t see as 
much as I would really like to,” 
he said. 

“It’s weird. In normal tourna- 
ments, even when I'm playing 
well, I always feel like an under- 
dog. I'm almost surprised when I 
go out there and win. When I 
play a Grand Slam, I am very 
arrogant ... I feel extremely con- 
fident and I feel like I am unbeat- 
able out there.” 

Sampras felt unbeatable 
against Steeb, to whom he lost on 
day in straight sets in April. 

“This was the best day court 
match rver ever played so far,” 
said Sampras, raised on the hard 
courts of California. “I was pa- 
tient. I served extremely well. 

“This is the quickest day court 
of the year,” added Sampras, who 
had 16 aces. “It’s a surface, you. 
definitely- can serve and' volley 
on.” 


Derby favourite on course 


EPSOM. England (R) — 

Favourite Rodrigo De Triano is 
still on course for Wednesday's 
Epsom Derby despite a late scare 
over the state of the going. 

The dual 2,000 Guineas win- 
ner.; 13-2 favourite for the pre- 
mier dassic. worked with stable- 
mate Dr. Devfous on the rain- 
softened track Tuesday under 
joc.key Lester Piggott. 

Connections declared them- 
selves satisfied and the colt was 
named among the 19 runners. 

Doubts persist, though, about 
Rodrigo De Triano’s ability to 
stay Wednesday’s distance of 12 
furlongs (2.4 km) and more rain 
would be a distinct blow to his 
prtos peels. 

Trainer Peter Chapple-Hyam 
said: “The heavens would really 
have to open to prevent him 
running.” 

;But Piggott. 56. bidding for his 
10th English Derby winner, said: 
“They have had a lot of rain here 
and they have put a lot of water 
on the track. We don't need 
much more to stop him running. 
We can only hope that he will 


stay the one-and-a-half miles'.” 
Heavy rain Monday altered the 
ground from good to good to soft. 
The forecast is for occasional 
showers later Tuesday. 

Chapple-Hyam. son-in-law of 
owner Robert Sangster. said: 
“Rodrigo went through the 
ground all right. Lester said :he 
horse feels fantastic so I'm hap- 
py" 

He added: “The horse was 
quite jazzed up today but he gets 
like that at home. Come tomor- 
row when there are less cameras 
clicking, he will be more relaxed. 
I think he will get the trip.” 
The trainer said: “We could 
have done without the rain but I 
think it will be all right. Half the 
others won't like it either.” 

But as the rain fell Monday, 
backers latched on to Lingfield 
Derby trial winner Assessor, the 
mount of Walter Swinburn. 

Assessor, a proven stayer, won 
the Lingfield race by seven 
lengths in very soft ground and 
although the opposition was no- 
thing special, the colt could hard- 
ly have done more. 
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ESTABLISH YOUR ENTRY 


East 

Pass 

Pass 


Bath vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* 7 5 2 
T 8 4 3 
0AKJ4 
4KQ3 

WEST EAST 

4 K J 10 9 6 4843 

VA 10 7 PQ9 5 2 
0 9 7 8 0 10 8 

* A 5 4 10 987 

SOUTH 

«AQ 

0 Q 5 3 2 
+ <16 4 2 
The bidding: 

South West North 

10 14 2 4 

2 NT Pass 3 NT 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of 4 
When you first learn the game, 
you are taught to set up a suit by 
leading low toward the hand wife 
fee most high cards. When you em- 
bark on such a tactic and that hand 
is short, make sure you have an 
entry back to any cards you estab- 
lish in the long hand. 

In modern methods a jump to 
three diamonds by North would be 
preemptive. The only way to show a 
good hand, after the enemy inter- 
, vanes, is to start wife a cue-bid. 
That action does not promise any 
specific holding in fee enemy suit— 
it is fee only forcing action avail- 
1 able. When South showed a spade 
stopper in response to the cue-bid. 


North raised to game on his bal- 
anced 13 points. 

West made the expert lead of the 
king of spades, just in case dummy 
held a singleton queen. Declarer 
won in hand and could count six fast 
tricks. The obvious suit to develop 
for three more was chibs. 

If dubs were 3-3, the hand would 
present no problem. And since West 
was more likely to have the ace, 
declarer could neutralize a double- 
ton ace and run chibs— -provided 
there were two entries outside of 
spades to the closed hand The 
queen of diamonds was one. Can 
you spot the other? 

Since fee defenders would force 
out fee queen of spades once they 
gained the lead in chibs, declarer 
could not tall back on hearts for fee 
second entry. Therefore, the second 
entry would have to he— fee five of 
diamonds! As long as the suit broke 
3-2, elevating the five-spot to such 
exalted status required only a modi- 
cum of care. 

Declarer won the first trick wife 
the ace of spades and led a low chib 
to the king, which held. When bofe 
defenders followed to fee ace and 
king of diamonds, declarer overtook 
fee jack with the queen to lead an- 
other dub. West took fee ace and 
returned a spade to the queen. De- 
clarer cashed the queen of dubs, 
overtook the four of diamonds wife 
the five to get to hand to cash fee 
jack of dobs, and fee contract was 
home. 


Auriol holds clear lead 
in Acropolis Rally 


LAGONISSl. Greece (R) — 
Lancia driver Didier Auriol 
maintained a clear lead halfway 
through the Acropolis Rally . 
nearly two minutes ahead of 
Ford's Mixi Biasion and team 
mate Juha Kankkunen. 

The Frenchman arrived in the 
ancient town of Delphi one mi- 
nute 45 seconds ahead of Biasion • 
after winning four of the day's 13 
special stages over 186 kms of 
gravel roads in central Greece. 

World Championship leader 
Carlos Sainz of Spain overturned 
his Toyota and was forced to pull 


out. Both he and Spanish co- 
driver Luis Moya escaped injury. 
Sainz said the accident was his 
fault. 


own 


“I arrived too quickly at the 
comer. The wheels were caught 
in deep ruts and the car rolled 30 
metres off fee road.” 


Auriol, who won all five special 
stages Sunday's opening day. 
said: '■The car has perfect hand- 
ling. I felt veiy confident when 1 
was pushing it to the limit and 
hope it stays that way to the 
end.” 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Piquet retires from auto racing 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Nelson Piquet left a hospital Monday, 
vowing that the crash that ended his bid to run in motor sports' 
grandest event would be his last. The 39 -year-old former Formula 
l champion from Brazil said he is retiring from auto racing after a 
crash in practice for the May 24 Indianapolis 500 left him with 
multiple fractures of his lower legs and feet. “Racing is over for 
me,” he told the Indianapolis Star in an interview from his 
hospital bed late week. “I had a very wonderful career. Now I just 
want to be able to enjoy life ... and walk again.” At his request, 
the driver was able to leave Methodist Hospital without fanfare 
Monday and move into an Indianapolis apartment that will serve 
as his home while he receives therapy for his broken bones and 
skin grafts. 


Cram puls fitness before medal dream 


LONDON (R) — Briton Steve Cram, still unsure about his 
Olympic prospects after the longest injury spell of his career, said 
be was not prepared to risk his fitness again just to pursue a gold 
medal at fee Barcelona Games. The 31-year-old world mile 
record bolder, who has just returned to competitive action, 
admitted be had no idea if he would be in good enough shape to 
qualify from next month’s British trials for his final crack at the 
1,500 metres gold medal. Cram has a lot of catching up to do after 
misting an entire winter’s training with a groin problem but he 
said: “I will not nsk everything to get through the trials. Tra not 
prepared to rush things and end up breaking down again and 
missing another whole season.” 


Baumann, Opara shine in Bratislava 


BRATISLAVA, Czechoslovakia (R) — Germany’s Dieter 
Baumann and Nigerian Charity Opara set world best times for the 
year at an international athletics meeting. Baumann ran away 
wife the men’s 3,000 metres, finishing more than one second 
ahead of Russia’s Andrei Tikhonov in seven minutes 43.19 
seconds and delighting a crowd of 20,000. Opara set both a world 
best time and an African record for the 400 metres she became the 
first woman from the continent to break die 50-second barrier. 
She outran strong Russian opposition to dock 49.86. Britain's 
Linford Christie, who like many other top athletes was beginning 
his build-up to next month’s Barcelona Olympics, won the 100 
metres in 10.17 seconds, a European best time for 1992. “I’m 
happy that I started off better than expected. I had a great start 
and was able to accelerate,” said Christie, who beat American 
Dennis Mitchell into second place by one-tenth of a second. 
Ukraine’s Natalia Grigoryeva also set a European best time for 
the year in the women's 100 metres hurdles. She docked 12.77 
seconds — just two hundredths of a second off fee world best this 
year — to beat Russian Yelizaveta Chemysova. 


Chess Olympics to go ahead in Manila 


MANILA (R) — World Chess Federation President Florendo 
Campomanes said the World Chess Olympics will open as 
scheduled in Manila on June 7 despite worries about political 
instability in the Philippines. He told a news conference he was 
not worried about possible unrest caused by a bitter presidential 
race in fee country threatening the safety of team members from 
more than 100 countries taking part in the June 7-25 Olympiad. “I 
was never worried because we are here and we know the situation 
here,' said Campomanes, the Filipino president of the World 
Chess Federation. “I have infinite confidence in the goodwill of 
fee Filipinos.” 


Danes get extra time to name team 


BERN, Switzerland (AP) — Denmark got an extended Thursday, 
deadline to submit its official team roster -for -the European 


, Championship . finals jq, Swede ji af ter hastily being tapped:, to 
Yugoslavia, UEFA said. European soccer’s- 


replace banned 

governing body said fee seven other national teams in the 
tournament met its Monday deadline for their player lists. The 
championship starts June 10. UEFA announced late Saturday 
feat Yugoslavia would be dropped from the European Cham- 
pionship because the U.N. imposed sanctions against Serbia and 
Montenegro- FIFA, the worldwide soccer bod y, extended the 
immediate ban around the globe. Denmark, runnenip in the 


qualifying group that Yugoslavia won, was given Balkan squad’s 
European berth. 


Penguins win Stanley Cup 


CHICAGO (R) — The Pittsburgh Penguins won their second 
consecutive national hockey league Stanley Cup Championship 
by completing a four-game sweep of the Chicago Blackhawks with 
6-5 victory in a wild, goal scoring extravaganza Monday. 
Pittsburgh superstar Mario Lemieux, who had a goal and two 
assists Monday and 16 goals and 18 assists for 34 post-season 
points, was named the most valuable player of the playoffs for the 
second successive year. He is only the fourth player in NHL 
history to win the Conn Smythe Trophy twice. 


Peanuts 


MOW COME WE RIDE 
.A BUS TO SCHOOL? 




UIHY DON T THEY HAUL US 
THERE IN A TRUCK ..THEN 
DUMP US IN THE BACK WITH 
THE REST OF THE TRASH? 



Andy Gapp 






FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JUNE, 3,1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Canon lighter PoundaSon 

you want more harmonious contact 
at some place of amusement or 
recreation where good wiD reigns. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Wife 

the Mood Void of Goone tmiO late 
afternoon it isn't fee time to force 
issues although is exactly what 
you are going to feel like doing. 
Mysterious actions by others re- 
main ooexpiain. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
behind the scenes meeting with an 
expert who understands your own 
material needs can-now be the 
means for you to gain progress 
steatfily, correctly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have Some friend or acquaint- 
ance who is in the position to aid 
yon to gam a very interesting ex- 
ecution of your present activities in 
conjunction wife an outsider. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 

Your worldly vocational interests 
have a good chance of being made 
a reality by finding the benefits 
that can occur to you through 
efficiency. 

MOON CHHDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for some intuitive 
awareness of ifeat your apedal gift 
and then you win be able to get a 
well organised person to make it 

happy. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Yon 
have a day when can get so modi 
done where business situations are 
concerned feat you would be wise 
not to lose a moment of this 
precious day. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) It is advisable feat you 
approach any asnxiate wife whom 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Consider your surroundings 
and just how much you can afford 
to spend to get them to look and 
*- as yon would like to have 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) The entertainment that you 
like are fine -if yon indude ment- 
bets of your special dkjue in them 
and are sure you do not overspend, 
in the costs. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Even .though yon 
may be-in the ontside world yon 
can still use spare m ome n ts to. 
constructively consider What yon 
can do to increase accord at home. 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
A good day to meet with friends, 
acquaintances and usual contacts 
and to solve whatever issues may 
be facing you of any type what- 
ever. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Think about how one in a 
know how position can aid you 
with the practical activities neces- 
sary in order to have more abund- 
ance of conditions as you wife 
them at home. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own personal happiness 
requires some new outlets now and 
espdaDy where practical older per- 
sons are concerned who give yon a 
feeling of seenrity. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



TM NOT REALLY MAD AT YOU! THIS 
IS JUST A REHEARSAL!” 


I THAT SC RAMBLED JtfORO GAME . 
I a by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


I “'ItostaumbfaThesefoW'JUmbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


PANCO 


~TTi 

WM 




ALVAN 


u_ 

□ 



CAPM 

T 




FUITTO 



_ 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tta above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


m LXXXUT 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SYLPH WAGON CHUBBY WIZARD 
Answer "Please give me a 
make it lean.” — “ r " 


of hamburger and 
IICH WAY?" 


THE Daily Crossword *•**«□«»* 


ACROSS 
1 Conveyances 
5 Capek creation 
10 Leave port 

14 Actor Baldwin 

15 Outsmart 

16 Fork point 

17 Coordinate 

18 Afloat 
20WW1I org. 

22 Honed with 
leather 

23 Large wardrobe 

27 Man-chM 

28 Train aysta. 

29 Calmed down 
31 Hayseed 

33 ScounrfroJ 

34 Fortification 
36 Rope fiber 

39 Audfoia bounce 
41 Arrival place 

43 "They tried to 
pile — on 

PeBon" (Virgil) 

44 Lean-tos 
46 Supply new 

weapons to 

48 Defense force 
letters 

49 Pore over 
51 ham for a 

loafer? 

53 Visualize 
55 — lata 

57 Paved ways 

58 Formal taBcs 
61 Oolong 
62Hook-and- 

tadder truck - 
64 Hari 

68 Emotes 

69 Church official 

70 Test 

71 Cheering words 

72 Sesame and 


AffBgta Rtsarvari 


caraway 

73 Actress Moore 


DOWN 

T Kind at wheel 

2 Brew 

3 Legal thing 
4Fteh flock 

5 Duly 

compensated 

6 Eggs 


7 Faces the 
pitcher 

8 Author Clifford 

9 Reaction to King 
novel? 

10 Octagonal 
message 
1-1 Tire concern 

12 — tube 

13 Eng. city 
19 Extra pay 

21 Place for ships 

23 Land measures 

24 MM* producer 
Hal 

25 Gaea 

26 Fine feathers 
30 Sticky strips 
32 Sch. subj. 

35 Webster and 

Beery 


Yesterday*! Pcafe Sehred: 


sunn nnranH nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
Gun nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
Rnnnnn nnnn non 
nnnn nnnnn non 
nnnnnnnnrannnnRn 
onn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnrnrinn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn non 
gnonnnnnnnnnnnri 
Qonn nnnnn nnnn 
nann nnnnn nnnn 
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Mp£hT 5dt0taVe SS ? 1 ** 8 59 Ms Trueheart 

36 Paths 50 infers 60 Faction 

S Joined together 63 Actor Beatty # 

53 Until now 6&Cbopper 

54 Author Jong 68 Can 

56 Go fish 67”^— Blue?" 


40 Verse 
form 

42 Sulky pullers 
45 Composer Erik 
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CAn Indices fur Auunnii riiiniicfnl Market' 


IklMKlf 01. IfM rr I HU 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


On6 Sterling 1.8150/60 

One U.S. dollar 1.2045/50 

1.6140/50 
1.8195/205 
1.4705/15 
33.20/24 
5.4200/50 
1216/1217 
.127.80/90 
5.8145/95 
6.2960/3070 
6.2045/145 

One ounce of gold $338. 00/338.50 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Cinema 


Tel: 677420 





Nabil & Hisham 
in person acting in the play 

u Ahlan_ New World Order” 

Tickets at JD2, JD3 & JD5 . 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. Extra show on Wednesday 4:30 p.m. 


/ 
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Hong Kong bank 
ups bid for Midland 


Israeli unemployment soars, 
cuts immigration drastically 


LONDON fR) — HSBC Hold- 
ings. owner of the Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Bank, Tuesday 
raised its agreed offer for Bri- 
tain’s Midland Bank to £3.9 bil- 
lion ($7.15 billion) in a final 
attempt to beat off rival Lloyds 
Bank. 

The Hong Kong bank had pre- 
viously offered £3.4 billion ($6 
billion) for Midland in a deal 
which would create one of the 
world’s top 10 banks. 

Lloyds, which has made a con- 
ditional rival bid for Midland, 
said it was now reviewing its 
position and would make a state- 
ment later Tuesday. 

An HSBC merger with Mid- 
land would give the Hong Kong 
bank a strong British base ahead 
of the return of the crown colony 
to Chinese rule in 1997. 

Midland, struggling under the 
weight of hefty bad debt- provi- 
sions, could use a capital infu- 
sion. 

The bank’s board recom- 
mended its shareholders to accept 
the raised HSBC offer, adding 
that a firm bid by Lloyds Bank 
PLO looked increasingly unlike- 
ly. The HSBC offer closes on 
June 25. 

Britain's Monopolies and Mer- 
gers Commission (MMC) is 
studying the Lloyds proposed bid 
and is likely to take several 
months. The HSBC holdings 
offer has already received com- 


petition clearance from the Euro- 
pean Commission and the Bank 
of England said it had no objec- 
tion to it. 

“The (HSBC) bid is probably 
sufficient to win the deal before 
Lloyds comes back from the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission,” said Mike Fesemeyer, 
banking analyst at the Nomura 
Research Institute. 

HSBC’s first bid followed the 
resumption of merger talks in 
March, ending an icy period in a 
keenly-watched four-year 
courtship since late 1987, when 
the Hong Kong bank bought a 
14.9 per cent stake in Midland. 

HSBC is now offering 120 
HSBC Holdings PLC shares and 
£65 ($119.20) in HSBC bonds or 
cash for every 100 dudland Bank 
PLC shares, valuing each Mid- 
land share at 471 pence ($8.64).- 

“It beats the non-bid by Lloyds 
and I think our shareholders will 
find it's a fair deal,” Midland 
chief executive Brian Pearce said 
in a telephone interview. 

Lloyds* conditional bid would, 
at Tuesday's share prices, be 
worth just over £3.8 billion ($6.97 
billion). 

HSBC Chairman William 
Purves said in a statement: “We 
now look forward to completing 
the merger as soon as possible so 
that we can begin to realise the 
benefits that will flow from a 
combination of our two banks.” 


TEL AVIV (R) — Unemploy- 
ment soared in the first quarter of 
1992, helping to push immigra- 
tion from the former Soviet Un- 
ion to a record low one month 
before Israel's general election, 
figures showed Tuesday. 

The Central Bureau of Statis- 
tics said joblessness reached 11-5 
per cent in the first three months 
of the year compared with 1 1 per 
cent in the fourth quarter of 1991. 
It was the highest in more than 20 


years. 

The Jewish Agency, responsi- 
ble for bringing Jews to Israel, 
blamed the lack of jobs for a 
drastic slowdown of immigration, 
mainly from the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS). 

In May only 4,142 immigrants 
came, the lowest number since 
the exodus of Jews from CIS 
countries began in 1990, the 
agency said. More than 16,000 
Jews came to Israel in May 1991. 


The opposition Labour Party 
has used the economy and im- 
migration as weapons in its cam- 
paign against Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir’s Likud Party for the 
June 23 election. 


“If there is not a real change in 
the near future in creating em- 
ployment, we are liable to miss an 
opportunity for a great wave of 
immigration from the CIS,” Jew- 
ish Agency Chairman Simcha 


Dinitz said. 

The government budget fore- 
cast unemployment of 12 to 14 
per cent in 1992. and 200.000' 
immigrants. But in the first five 
months of 1992, only 28.497 have 
come. Since 1989. 422.803 Jews 
have moved to Israel, most from 
the former Soviet Union. 

In some development towns, 
up to 50 per cent of the highly 
educated and skilled Russian im- 
migrants are jobless. 


Egypt eases path for foreign banks 


CAIRO (R) — A new law allow- 
ing ail banks to deal in local 
currency will boost Egypt's drive 
to become a modern financial 
centre and attract foreign banks, 
local bankers said Tuesday. 

The law, which parliament pas- 
sed Monday, is part of wide- 
ranging economic reforms aimed 
a creating a market economy in 
Egypt and- ending decades of 
sodalist-style restrictions. 

It will allow foreign bank bran- 
ches, which have lobbied the 
government for years, to compete 
with local and joint venture banks 
in dealing in Egyptian pounds. 

“It’ a step towards floating the 
Egyptian pound,” said Khaled 
Amin, a dealer at the Arab Inter- 


national Bank. “The major busi- 
ness for banks in Egypt now is 
foreign exchange.'* 

But bankers were still unclear 
under precisely what conditions 
they would be allowed to work in 
local currency. 

“We’re very pleased the step's 
been taken ..' but I*d like to see 
the full text (of the law) in En- 
glish,” said Michael Seibel. a 
senior vice president at Bank of 
America. 

The government suggested a 
compromise proposal that foreign 
bank branches should build up a 
capital base in Egypt after the 
banks objected to the original 
proposal that they should become 
subsidiaries of their parents. 


Opening a branch is less time- 
consuming for parent companies 
than establishing a separate com- 
pany. 

Foreign banks entered Egypt in 
strength in the 1970s and early 
1980s. when the import-starved 
economy was booming on petro- 
dollars. 

But as their business shrank 
under the impact of a recession, 
they were forced to choose be- 
tween the commitment of form- 
ing a joint ventue to compete on 
equal terms with Egyptian banks, 
or quitting the country 
altogether. 

A handful, including Bank of 
America, Citibank and Arab 
Bank, which remained as outright 


foreign ventures, found them- 
selves even more isolated Iasi 
year when interest and exchange 
rates on the Egyptian pound were 
freed. 

The move lured billions of dol- 
lars of holdings into a high- 
yielding Egyptian pound that was 
holding steady ''gainst the dollar. 

Bankers said they expected 
more banks to be attracted to 
Egypt by the lower barriers to 
entry, and competition would get 
tougher. 

But the impact of the new law 
would depend on other liberalisa- 
tion measures still in the pipeline. 
A law to revive Egypt's dormant 
capital markets is expected by the 
end of the month. 





Price of a vodka bottle triples 


Yeltsin appeals to delay freeing energy prices 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin appealed to 
the gas and oil industries Tuesday 
to delay freeing prices, saying 
energy price increases would 
seriously harm the country, news 
agencies reported. 

Agriculture and families who 
are already suffering under mar- 
ket reforms would suffer if the 
prices rise, Mr. Yeltsin said in an 
appeal sent to workers in the two 
industries. 

Expensive oil would lead to 
higher prices across the board, 
including higher bread and milk 
prices; the Interfax and ITAR- . 
TASS news agencies quoted Mr. 
.Yeltsin as saying. . • 

Mr. Yeltsin repeatedly has 
voiced resistance to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund's insistence 
that Russia remove controls on 
the domestic price of coal, oil and 
natural gas. 

Over the weekend, he fired 
Russian oil minister -Viktor 
Lopukhin, who favoured freeing 
energy prices. The president 
established a new committee to 
study the issue. 

“The government understands 
that releasing prices for energy 
and gas must happen, but not 
immediately, not all at once,” 
Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“It would cause serious dam- 
age to the country, to all workers. 
To liberalise prices now would 
mean to allow a sharp leap in 
prices,” he said. 

A sharp drop in extracting oil 
and gas reserves has already 
affected the transport, energy 
•and agriculture sectors, forcing 
team to rely heavily on imports, 
Mr. Yeltsin said. 

However, Mr. Yeltsin sought 
to assure workers in the two 
industries that be would be atten- 
tive to their demands. 

He promised to pay workers. 
who have not received salaries 
anefto give them more independ- 
ence in running the industries. He 
also said that a “working docu- 
ment” concerning price liber- 
alisation had been drawn np. 

Interfax also reported Tuesday 
that milk would go up to 17 
roubles (les than 15 cents) per 
litre- in Moscow cm June 10, quot- 
ing Mosrooloko- Milk Production 


Association head Mikhail Nabat- 
nikov. A litre of milk currently 
costs less than two roubles. 

The average Russian salary is 
less than 2,000 roubles ($17) 
monthly, according to the State 
Committee for Statistics. 

Monday, vodka rose from 47 
roubles per 15-ounce (500 milli- 
litre) bottle to about 150 roubles. 
That's an increase of 39 cents to 
$1.25, based on the tourist ex- 
change rate. 

The new price represents about 
three days’ wages for the average 
worker. 

The government also 
announced it may soon free 
prices for bread and milk. And in 
yet another blow to consumers, 
Moscow telephone rates tripled 
overnight. 

“When will it ever end?" said 
metal-worker Yuri Vidinin. As 
he looked longingly at the stalls 
of the Tverskoi supermarket, Mr. 
Vidinin tried to recall the last 
time he had been able to afford 


potatoes. 

"If the prices for bread and 
milk go up, that’s the end. It's an 
act of sabotage” he said. 

Konstantin Kudryatsyov, a re- 
tired defence ministry worker, 
blamed Mr. Yeltsin personally 
for the increases. 

"He doesn’t worry about the 
people — he just spits on them," 
said Mr. Kurdyatsyov. 

When Mr. Yeltsin freed prices 
for most goods on Jan. 2 as part 
of his programme to move from a 
centrally planned to a market 
economy, vodka was on the list of 
staple items exempted, along 
with necessities such as bread, 
baby food, medicines and milk. 

As one of the few items in high 
demand that was reasonably 
affordable, vodka, which could 
be bought legally only with ration 
coupons, began to disappear 
from stores after Mr. Yeltsin's 
decree. 

People looking for extra cash 
waited in line to buy a bottle, 
then sold it on the street for a 
higher price. Merchants made 
under-the-table deals with factory 
workers to buy cases directly 
from the plant, then sold them at 
a profit. 

On May 7, the city government 


announced it would free prices 
for Russia's national drink — not 
so people would drink less, but to 
prevent black marketeer! ng. The 
move took effect Monday. 

“If they had kept the old prices 
I wouldn’t be standing here. I'm 
letting people insult me just for 
10 roubles." said Svetlana Bal- 
mokova, 37, as she tried to hawk 
a bottle of vodka for 150 roubles 
that she had bought for 139. 
Reselling goods was the only way 
to make ends meet, she said. 

For many people, wages in the 
new Russia have failed to keep up 
with -prices. The loss of price 
subsidies has been especially hard 
on. pensioners, students and- the 
under-and unemployed. 

“I wanted to buy vodka, but I 
don't have enough money so I’ll 
have to settle for a bottle of 
wine," said Aleksei, an unem- 
ployed machinist who stood out- 
side a liquor store in a heavy coat, 
dirty trousers and slippers. 

“If you drink enough vodka, 
you don't want to eat,” said 
Aleksei, who declined to give his 
last name. 

“Whatever the price, we'll buy 
it," said a woman in her late 50s 
as she worked her elbows in a 
desperate effort to keep her place 
in a queue at a shop in central 
Moscow. 


“It’s more expensive now, so it 
must taste better," joked her 
neighbour in the line, a worker in 
his forties. 

Their reaction recalled an old 
Russian anecdote, seen by many 
as a sad commentary on tradition- 
al attitudes towards vodka. 

“Daddy, now that vodka prices 
have gone up will you drink 
less?** asks a son. 

“No, son, you'll eat less,” com- 
es the stem — and realistic — 
reply. 

Recent government figures 
show annual spirit consumption 
at about five litres (nine pints) for 
every man, woman and child. 
Home-brewed - liquor, not - in- 
cluded in the figures, is estimated 
to have topped state production. 

Monday, people rushed for the 
sudden bounty, some spending an 
average one-month Moscow sal- 
ary to buy up to 10 bottles at 130 
to 140 roubles each. The official 
exchange rate is.85 roubles to the 
dollar. 

A nearby private shop offered 
vodka at 150 roubles per bottle — 
and no queues. 

An elderly man explained the 
apparent lack of interest in this 
lonely outpost of free market 
reform: “No one knows what 
stuff they sell in these private 
shops." 


After freeing prices on most 
other goods over the past five 
months, Mr. Yeltsin apparently 
realised the government was los- 
ing hundreds of millions of rou- 
bles to the fledgling private sec- 
tor. 

Moscow's pricing chief told 
ITAR-TASS news agency last 
month's presidential order to lift 
price controls on vodka recog- 
nised the 10-fold rise in the cost 
of neutral spirits used to make it. 

Prices have been raised by ev- 
ery Soviet leader since Leonid 
Brezhnev, rising steadily from 
two roubles 87 kopecks in -die 
1970s to 10 roubles for half a litre 
-last year.- It-irit 50 roubles-thi s 
January. 


to free market reforms, and fear 
that too rapid change will cause 
social and political unrest. 

“Today, people still support 
the reforms and the president, 
but if we go beyond a critical 
point (of price hikes), we’ll set off 
a general disaster." Mr. Yeltsin 
said Saturday. 


Despite price increases, politic- 
al drives against drinking and 
health campaigns, vodka remains 
the traditional Russian drink. In 
many rural areas, where the 
worth of the rouble is deeply 
mistrusted, a bottle of vodka is a 
unit of economic value and often 
used for payment or barter. 


Western lenders and advisers „• 
also have urged Russia to un.- 
shackie its banking system from . 
stifling state regulations and to.', 
foster competitive banking. 

But the Russian legislature's , 
Commission on Budget and Fi- 
nances, reacting to complaints,', 
fro m col lective farms and other J 
major borrowers, has demanded 
that the central bank cut its ii7 - 
terest rate on loans to 50 per cent, 
from the current 80 per cent. 


On the financial side, the top 
two officials of the central bank 
resigned in a dispute with law- 
makers over the cost of loans. 

At both the bank and the oil 
ministry, the Russian government 
is caught between a commitment 


Those rates are exorbitant by, ‘ 
Western standards, but they are 
lower than the inflation rate in', 
the former Soviet Union, more 
than 300 per cent so far this year'.. 
That means the central bank ' 
effectively is giving away money' / 
every time it makes a loan. , . 

The central bank's chairman,.' 
Georgy Matyukhin. and his first" 
deputy, Vladimir Rasskazov, .. 
submitted their resignations. ’. 
Monday rather than agree to cut 
the interest rate. 


Jordan Times Tel.: 6671 71 


LUXURIOUS VILLA FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 


Located in Abdoun area Consists of four bedrooms, study room, 
maid room and three separate salons. 

Please call tel. 638558 


Range Rover For Sale 

-1989 model, white colour Range Rover. 

-1988 model, olive green, Range Rover. 

Both cars in excellent condition, full options, manual 
transmission and untaxed. 

Please call at: Shukri Hananeya Co., Mecca Str. 
tel. 828808 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located in Shmeisanl. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
L-shaped reception and dining room, living room, 
with central antenna, private garage and central 
heating. 

Please contact tel. 667384 or 665213 


VILLA TWO FLOORS 
FOR RENT 

Each floor consists of three bedrooms and an L-shaped salon. 
First floor is furnished and has garden and garage. The second 
floor is not furnished. 

Location: Jabal Amman, near Khalidi Hospital. 

Tel. 812692 or §28493 


FURNISHED STUDIO FOR RENT 


Consists of one bedroom and its facilities, modem 
European furniture, equipped with a heating system, 
telephone, independent utilities and private entrance. 
Location: Sweifiyeh, western Amman. 

Please call tel. 827537/817960 - Amman. 


FOR SALE 


Available for sale 24 volumes of Colliers Encyclopedia 
(1966 edition) in excellent and perfect neat condition, at 
JD 1200/— or nearest negotiable offer. 

Interested please call phone No. 652722 
from 4 to 7 p.m. 


Richard Gere, Julia Roberts ...in 




Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 1030 p.m. 


| 


Model 

Boutique " — - 


'Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


Jordan Supermarket/Shmeisani 


Raider Off The Lost Ark 


Tel. 660057 / 661057 
on the occasion of Al Adha Feast 

announces the arrival of a new assortment of 
the 1992 women’s summer clothes. 

Our store is open all days of the week 
Happy Feast 


CAR FOR SALE 


Honda CRX 1987 model, sun root, air-conditioned, radio stereo 
casette, new tyres, excellent condition. Duty unpaid. Price 
$ 6 , 000 . 

Office: 642878/Home: 689240 


FOR RENT 

(FULLY FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT) 


Shows: 3-J0. 6-JO, 8J0, 10J0 p.m. 




*4 Large sizes are available ** 


TWO BEDROOMS, LIVING ROOM, 
FAMILY ROOM, NEW CARPET, 
QUIET AREA, NICE VIEW . 

TEL 652428 FROM 9:00 AM TO 7:00 PM 
i UM-UTHA1NA 
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Ceasefire ignored in Sarajevo; 
Serbia begins to feel sanctions 


BELGRADE (AP) — Residents 
of Sarajevo rushed to cellars early 
Tuesday as Serb-led forces 
clashed with Muslim Slavs, mak- 
ing a mockery of yet another 
ceasefire in Bosiu-Heraegovina. 

Serbia, despite the defiance of 
its president, began to feel the 
pinch of U.N. sanctions imposed 
last week over its involvement in 
the war in neighbouring Bosnia. 
It said it was halting foreign debt 
payments. 

Artillery shells rained on 
Sarajevo overnight and early 
Tuesday from Serb positions 
overlooking the embattled Bos- 
nian capital. Muslims and Serbs 
fought on the city’s west side. 

A U.N.-sponsored ceasefire in 
Sarajevo, one in a long series 
ignored in newly independent 
Bosnia, was to have begun late 
Monday afternoon. 

The United Nations had said it 
would start talks on reopening 
Sarajevo airport for relief flights 
after the ceasefire deadline. But 
U.N. Col. John Wilson told the 
BBC in an interview from 
Sarajevo that the airport could 


not function without an effective 
ceasefire. 

Bosnia's government said two 
Yugoslav warplanes attacked the 
area' around the central Bosnian 
town of Tuzla Monday. Details 
were unavailable. 

Since Bosnia’s majority Mus- 
lims and ethnic Croats voted 
overwhelmingly for independ- 
ence on Feb. 29, more than 2,200 
people have been killed in fight- 
ing between them and Serb 
irregulars backed by the Serb- 
dominated Yugoslav army. 

Serbs have seized about two- 
thirds of Bosnia in the fighting. 

The United Nations and most 
of the world blame Serbia and its 
small ally Montenegro for the 
war. The world body imposed 
tough sanctions Saturday on the 
two states, which formed the new 
truncated Yugoslavia after Bos- 
nia, Slovenia, Croatia and Mace- 
donia each broke away. 

But Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, the dominant 
politician in Yugoslavia, spoke 
definally nonetheless. 


Milosevic told Belgrade Radio 
that parliamentary elections Sun- 
day represented a victory over 
enemies at home and abroad. 
The opposition boycotted the 
elections and international obser- 
vers disregarded them. 

The only candidates were from 
Mr. Milosevic's Socialist Party — 
former Communist — and allied 
ultra-nationalist and Communist 
groups. 

In Montenegro, Communists 
won overwhelmingly, initial re- 
sults showed. 

In Belgrade, drivers hoed up 
their cars for kilometres over- 
night to wait for gasoline. Gas 
prices rase 100 per cent at mid- 
night. 

The Politika daily, considered 
dose to Mr. Milosevic’s govern- 
ment, said Yugoslavia will stop 
repaying its estimated $8 billion 
foreign debt because of the sanc- 
tions. 

Politika said Yugoslavia has 
the resources to survive for 18 
months. The sanctions ban trade, 
freeze of Yugoslavia’s foreign 


assets and impose an oil 
embargo. 

At the United Nations in New 
York, Bosnia’s U.N. envoy tolcUa 
news conference Monday that the 
world must act swiftly to deliver 
humanitarian aid. 

“ft is unrealistic to expect those 
huddled in bunkers and running 
out of food and water in Bosnia 
to wait until the Serbians and 
Montenegrins run out of gaso- 
line,*' Ambassador Mohammad 
Sacirbey said. 

Belgrade residents, kmg accus- 
tomed to the highest quality of 
life in the days of Communist 
Europe, faced sanctions boldly. 

“These so-called sanctions will 
not have any effect,” said Milos 
Djukic, an economist who was 
sitting in one of the many jam- 
med cafe*; on Belgrade's Knez 
Mihajlova pedestrian mall. 

“It could get bad eventually, 
but we lived through worse dur- 
ing World War H and we sur- 
vived,” said retired nurse Alek- 
sandra June. “We are a very 
adaptable people.” 


Key European arms treaty 
likely to be delayed again 


Russia orders resumption 
of its nuciear programme 


BRUSSELS (R) — A key arms 
treaty that provides for deep cuts 
in military hardware across 
Europe is almost certain to be 
delayed again because some 
NATO allies and former Soviet 
republics bave not ratified it, 
diplomats said. 

The collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion had already delayed imple- 
mentation of the Conv entional 
Forces in Europe (CFE) treaty, 
signed more than 18 months ago 
by all members of NATO and the 
now-defunct Warsaw Pact. 

Eight former Soviet republics 
told NATO last week they had 
finally agreed how to split up the 
military might limited by the trea- 
ty, following concerted ’pressure 
from the West. 

NATO allies and their former 
foes are due to sign a protocol 
. giving their blessing to that new 
agreement at a meeting in Oslo 
Friday, opening die way for cuts 
m tanks, armoured vehicles, artil- 


lery pieces and aircraft from the 
Atlantic to the Urals. 

But diplomats and officials said 
Monday most of the parliaments 
in former Soviet republics *vouid 
not be able to meet a planned 
July deadline for ratifying the 
treaty so that it could come into 
force. 

In addition, they said, a few 
NATO members had not ratified 
the pact. In most cases, this was 
for technical reasons but NATO 
ally Turkey is worried that the 
treaty might allow republics in 
troubled Transcaucasia like Azer- 
baijan and Armenia to avoid 
some limits on armoured vehi- 
cles. 

The parliament in Ankara, 
worried about regional conflicts 
on Turkey’s borders, has not yet 
ratified the treaty. The Turks 
have told their allies that former 
Soviet republics in the Tran scau- 
casus will have to ratify CFE first, 
sources said. 


New poll shows Perot 
leading Bush, Clinton 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Un- 
declared presidential candidate 
Ross Perot leads both Republican 
President George Bush and 
Democratic frontrunner Bill Clin- 
ton in a new national poll re- 
leased Monday. 

The ABC News/Washington 
Post survey on the eve of primary 
elections in California, Ohio, 
New Jersey, Alabama, New Mex- 
ico and Montana, found that 36 
per cent of the respondents sup- 
ported Mr. Perot, 31 per cent 
backed Mr. Bush and 27 per cent 
said they would vote for Mr. 
Clinton. 

The poll, which found Mr. 
Perot drawing votes equally from 
Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton, shows 
a 10 percentage point jump for 
Mr. Perot since mid-May, when 
35 per cent of respondents chose 
Mr. Bush, 28 per cent Mr. Clin- 
ton third at 26 per cent Mr. Perot. 

A Time/CNN Poll, last 
weekend had Mr. Perot at 33 per 
cent, Mr. Bush with 28 per cent 
and Mr. Clinton third at 24 per 
cent. 

Mr. Bush has already clinched 
the Republican nomination. Mr. 
Clinton could gain enough dele- 
gates Tuesday to secure the 
Democratic nomination. 

The telephone poll of 1,003 
Americans was conducted May 
27-31. 

The poll found that while Mr. 
Bush *5 main problem was lack of 
support from independents and 
Democrats, Mr. Clinton had 
trouble holding onto bis own par- 
ty. The survey shows he is sup- 
ported by only 49 per cent of 
people who call themselves 
Democrats. 

Mr. Clinton fared better with 
Mr. Perot out of the race, run- 
ning just behind Mr. Bush 41 per 
cent to 45 per cent — a much 
tighter race than Mr. Bush's nine- 
point lead a month ago. 

The survey found that support 
for Mr. Perot was rooted in large, 
part in Americans who describe 
themselves as political indepen- 
dents, nearly a third of the public. 

The Texas businessman did a 
tittle less well in the South, where 
the poll indicates a virtual three- 
way tie, and with women. Mr. 
Perot also did less well among 
blacks, most of whom backed Mr. 
Clinton, and with Americans who 
have not finished secondary 
school. He did better with higher- 
income, middle-aged Americans, 
the poll showed. 

Months of campaigning have 
winnowed down a large field of 
major party contenders to a 
handful led by Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Clinton. 

But the poll is new evidence 


that Mr. Perot has emerged as the 
man to watch — even though he 
has not yet officially declared his 
candidacy for the Nov. 3 pres- 
idential election — in Tuesday’s 
round of primaries. 

Mr. Perot has invited Califor- 
nia voters to write in his name on 
ballots and although these write- 
ins will not be counted, exit polls 
showing support for him could 
help his campaign. 

Ohio voters will not be able to 
cast protest votes against Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Clinton or for Mr. 
Perot but uncommited is on 
Democratic ballots in New Jersey 
and Alabama and on both party's 
ballots in New Mexico. Montana 
voters can vote for "no prefer- 
ence.” 

Voter surveys portray a frus- 
trated and angry electorate unin- 
terested in the major parties’ 
doings. 

Officials in California, the na- 
tion's wealthest and most popu- 
lous state, predict that only 31 per 
cent of the 19 million people 
eligible to vote will go to the polls 
on Tuesday — the lowest primary 
turnout in half a century. 

The Democratic national con- 
vention is a little over a month 
away, opening on July 13 in New 
York City. The Republican nomi- 
nating convention begins on Aug. 
17 in Bush's adopted hometown 
of Houston, Texas. 

Seven hundred Democratic de- 
legates — 16 per cent of the 
convention total — will be chosen 
in Tuesday's balloting, along with 
427 Republican delegates — 
nearly one in five of that party's 
total delegare count. 

With 348 Democratic and 210 
Republican delegates at stake, 
California is the richest prize of 
the primary season. 

Mr. Clinton is pleading with 
supporters for more donations, 
telling them in a six-page letter he 
doesn't have enough money to 
continue campaigning properly 
over the next six weeks. 

Mr, Clinton, who finished 
April more than S2 million in 
debt, asks supporters to give him 
another $50 or "the very most 
you have within your means to 
give.” 

'Tsimply don’t have the cam- 
paign funds I need today to carry 
our message and mission as far 
and as wide and for as long as I 
must,” Mr. Clinton wrote in the. 
letter dated May 25. 

“Whether it's feeding and 
housing my dedicated volunteers 
or researching the true story of ! 
George Bush's record, I urgently ! 
need the funds to get through the 1 
California primary and on to the I 
convention,” he wrote. I 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russia 
has ordered the resumption of its 
nuclear energy programme, 
effectively halted after the 1986 
Chernobyl disaster, the world's 
worst nuclear accident, a govern- 
ment official said Tuesday. 

Yuri Rogozhin, an official with 
the State Nuclear Energy Safety 
Agency, confirmed a report pub- 
lished by Kdmsomolskaya Pravda 
newspaper. 

“I agree that our nuclear ener- 
gy industry is ill as is the whole of 
the country's economy. But it 
should be treated. You do not cut 
off a head when it is aching,” he 
said. 

Komsomolskaya Pravda said 
First Deputy Prime Minster Yegor 
Gaidar bad signed the order on 
March 26 to resume construction 
of a number of new nuclear plants 
and to increase the capacity of 
existing ones. 

The document, not yet made 
public, granted considerable pri- 
vileges to regions where construc- 
tion of the nuclear stations was 
being renewed. This might head 
off public protests, but Komso- 
molskaya Pravda predicted an 
angry reaction from environmen- 
tal groups abroad. 

In a separate development, 
Russia has postponed the pullout 
of former Soviet troops from the 
troubled republics of Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia, the De- 
fence Ministry said Monday. 

“We are there because without 
us. people will start killing each 
other.” Russian Defence Minis- 
ter Pavel Grachev said in an 
interview published Monday in 
the daily newspaper tzvestia. 

Mr. Grachev announced last 
month that former Soviet troops 
would begin withdrawing on June 


1 from three republics, where 
ethnic and political disputes bave 
flared since the Soviet Union's 
collapse in December. 

Army Cmdr. Fyodor Reut said 
Monday that some units of the 
former Soviet 7th army are sche- 
duled to begin leaving Armenia 
in 10 to 15 days, the ITAR-TASS 
News Agency reported. 

No new dates were announced 
for the troop withdrawal from the 
other Caucasus mountain states. 

A four-year war between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan over 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an Arme- 
nian enclave within Azerbaijan, 
bas left more than 1,500 people 
dead. In Georgia, hundreds have 
died in South Ossetia's battle to 
separate from the republic and 
unite with neigh bounng North 
Ossetia in Russia. 

In the interview, Mr. Grachev 
indicated he was delaying the 
removal of troops from Georgia 
and Armenia at the request of 
those newly independent govern- 
ments. He did not say whether 
Azerbaijan asked for the troops 
to stay. 

“We do not intend to keep our 
troops there while they’re daily 
submitted to danger and humilia- 
tion and where they are looked 
upon as occupiers.” Mr. Grachev 
said. 

In the latest violence, a truck 
carrying humanitarian aid from 
Britain was destroyed by a land 
mine Monday near the village of 
Kichan in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
Armenian officials said. ITAR- 
TASS said one person died. 

There were an undetermined 
number of casualties in village of 
Martuni, which was shelled by 
Azerbaijani forces, ITAR-TASS 
said. 


Sri Lankan army reports 
28 killed in ethnic war 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 
— Government troops backed by 
tanks and aircraft fought their 
way to a northeastern town, kill- 
ing at least 21 Tamil Tigers, the 
military said Tuesday. 

Seven soldiers were killed and 
27 wounded in the attack Monday 
in Alampil in Mullaittivu district, 
about 270 kilometres northeast of 


Colombo, said officials at the 
military headquarters. 

The military estimated 75 re- 
bels were killed in the fighting, 
raising to 345 the number of 
Tigers believed dead in the six- 
day-old operations. The rebels' 
bodies could not be accounted for 
because the Tigers carried them 
away. 



Serbian irregulars open fire with 

Ramos 
wins in 
Philippines 
with 23.5% 
of vote 

MANILA (R) — 1 Former defence 
chief Fidel Ramos has clinched 
the Philippine presidential elec- 
tion with 23.S per cent of the 
vote, according to near-complete 
returns released Tuesday by his 
staff. 

The Philippine Congress still 
has to officially announce the 
winner, but returns received by 
the watchdog Commission On 
Election (COMELEC) and - re- 
leased to the press by Gen. 
Ramos staff showed him with an 
unbeatable total of 5.24 million 
votes. 

A senior Philippine official said 
be was confident Congress would 
soon proclaim former defence 
cbief Fidel Ramos as new presi- 
dent and no group conld stop it. 

“Stability is very crucial to eco- 
nomic development . . . We assure 
everybody that there will fre a 
smooth transition to the next 
government,” President Corazon 
Aquino’s Executive Secretary, 

- Franklin Drilon, said in a televi- 
sion interview. 

The Manila Chronicle news- 
paper, quoting police sources, 
said Tuesday police had unco- 
vered a plot to kin Gen. Ramos. 
It said the unnamed plotters had 
picked a Muslim bandit operating 
on the southern island of Minda- 
nao to cany out the job. 

“I have been under that kind of 
threat or pressure for a long, long 
time,” the newspaper quoted 
[ Gen. Ramos as saying. “I will not 
[ say that I relish these things but I 
can also say ... I'm fairly well 
prepared against this to protect 
myself." 

Gen. Ramos has claimed vic- 
tory in the May 11 polls on the 
basis of unofficial results 
announced by the Media Citizens 
Quick Count. 

The lumbering official count by 
the congress, which will proclaim 
the winner, bas anti-graft cru- 
sade Miriam Santiago in the 
lead so far with 445,767 votes 
followed by bussinessman 
Edwardo Cojuangco with 401,932 
and Gen. Ramos with 330,251. 

Reuters from Gen. Ramos’s 
political strongholds, which his 
party says should push him to the 
top, are still unaccounted for in 
the congressional tally. 

Santiago has accused Gen. 
Ramos of vote-padding and 
threatened to laundi nationwide 
protests against the alleged fraud. 

The legislature must proclaim a | 
winner by June 30, when Mrs. 
Aquino steps down after a six- 
year term. Failure to name a I 
winner by then could spark a 
constitutional crisis and prompt 
an army takeover, politicians I 
have warned. I 


ooMustim positions in the buttle for Sarajevo 


WORLD NEW5 IN BRIEF 


10 killed in Detroit fire 

DETROIT (AP) — A smoky fire roared through a boarding 
house early Tuesday, killing TO people and seriously injuring two 
others, authorities said. The blaze broke out around 2:30 a.m. 
(0630 GMT) and gutted the three-story brick building. It was 
extinguished about three hours later, fire officials said. Sixteen 
people were believed to have been inside the house, called New 
Wave Development. Fire Chief Harold Watkins said. He said 
four of them escaped without injury and two others, a man and a 
woman, were in serious condition. The 10 other residents were 
found dead inside, chief Watkins said. Many of the residents were 
physically or mentally handicapped, authorities said. 

Indian police kill Sikh militant 

CHANDIGARH, India (R) — Indian paramilitary forces Tues- 
day shot dead a Sikh militant accused of 200 killings including the 
beheading of a radio official in the northern Punjab state week, 
police said. They said Amrik Singh Kauli, a local chief of the 
Babbar KhaJsa International Militant Group was gunned down in 
an encounter in Chandigarh, capital of Punjab. Chandigarh Police 
Chief Rahde Shyam Gupta said Kauli. 25, was wanted for the 
some 200 killings during the last three yeans, including the murder 
last week of employee of state-run All India Radio (AIR) The 
headless body of Mohan Lai Manchanda, air station supervisor in 
the Punjab city of Pataila, was found early last Wednesday, the 
day after a deadline to implement a series of militant demands in 
return for his release expired. 

Mrs. Mandela loses another ANC post 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — The African National Congress 
(ANC) has dealt another blow to Winnie Mandela’s troubled 
political career by suspending her from the leadership of its 
Women's League" The League said the veteran South African 
activist had been suspended from its National Executive Commit- 
tee for organising a protest by supporters to demand her 
reinstatement as head of the black opposition movement’s Social 
Welfare Department. “A demonstration against the ANC by its 
own members is tantamount to a mutiny in military terms.” the 
committee said in a statement Monday evening. “The ANC has 
procedures and structures through which complaints and grei- 
vances can be raised.” 

Fujimori calls elections 

LIMA (R) — President Alberto Fujimori has called elections for 
an 80-member constituent Congress, saying it would pave the way 
for a return to “fall democracy” m Peru; Mr. Fujimori, in a 
televised address Monday night nearly two months after he seized 
sweeping powers, also .said he would hold a referendum on 
reforms proposed by the constituent Congress. “The elections for 
a constituent democratic Congress will be held Sunday, Oct. 18,- 
and the product of its work, the proposed constitution, will be 
submitted to a popular consultation," he said. 

Rabuka sworn in as Fiji premier 

SUVA, Fiji (R) — Former coup leader Sitiveni Rabuka, sworn in 
as Fiji’s new prime minister Tuesday, has agreed to review the 
country's racially-biased constitution which brought him to 
political supremacy. Gen. Rabuka. who overthrew Fiji's Indian- 
dominated government in 1987, Tuesday made a deal with the 
same Indian politicians to review the constitution in return for 
their support for his prime ministerial candidacy. “We admit that 
there aspects of the constitution that can be changed and 
improved upon for the good of all communities in Fiji Gen. 
Rabuka said at his first official press conference. 

4 more dead on Mount McKinley 

TALKEETNA, Alaska (AP) — A ranger watched through 
binoculars as four climibers on Mount McKinley slipped and fell 
3,000 feet (900 metres) to their deaths, officials said. The accident 
brought the mountain’s death toll this year to 11. The climbers- 
were roped together for safety Sunday when they fell from 19,000 
feet (5,800 metres), said John Quinley, a National Park Service 
spokesman. Rangers found the bodies at 16,000 feet (5.000 
metres). All four climber; were from Quebec, Canada, but their 
names were not immediately released pending notification of 
their relatives. 


Environmentalists slam Bush proposal to help save forests 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
George Bush claims the United 
States is going to the Earth Sum- 
mit as the world's environmental 
leader. But bis critics daim be has 
be tome “the hypocrisy presi- 
dent” when it comes to the en- 
vironment 

Mr. Bush announced Monday 
that the United States would put 
an extra $150 million in the pot to 
help save the world’s forests, 
promoting environmental groups 
to l?ash a barrage of criticism at 
the man who says he wants to be 
known as the environmental pres- 
ident. 

The president's attempt to help 
the Third World fight deforesta- 
tion “is like the Yugoslavs send- 
ing a peacekeeping force to the 
Middle East,” said Nathaniel 
Lawrence of the Natural Re- 
sources Defence Council . , 

Mr. Bush travelled to the God- 
dard Space Flight Centre in 
Greenbelt, Maryland, to make 
his announcement in front of a 
huge photograph of Earth taken 
by astronauts returning from the 
moon. He applauded workers for 
their role in managing satellites 
that monitor the environment. 

The president, trying to polish 
his environmental record for the 
100-nation summit opening this 
week in Rio De Janeiro, offered 
the added $150 milli on and chal- 
lenged oth^couatries to double 
their conservation budgets and to 
double the amount available to 


poorer countries for forestation 
efforts to $2.7 billion a year. 

Mr. Bush said the U.S. will go 
to Rio “proudly as the world's 
leader not just in environmental 
research, but in environmental 
action.” 

He said he invited comparison 
of the record that the nation and 
his administration have built. 

It was not long in coming. 

“Bush has broken his promises 
on practically every environment 
issue that concerns every man, 
woman and child,” the Sierra 
Gub said. 

Bill Clinton, Mr. Bush’s 
Democratic challenger for the 
presidency, said Mr. Bush went 
along with a gutted global warm- 
ing treaty “because the people 
who control the Bush administra- 
tion’s policies did not want to 
reinvest in our environment.” 

* 

Meanwhile on the eve of the 
world’s biggest meeting on foe 
environment, rich and poor na- 
tions clashed over key treaties 
and diplomats fretted over 
whether the event would end in 
triumph or tragedy. 

The two-week United Nations 
Conference on the Environment 
and Development (UNCED), 
starting Wednesday, will bring 
together around 100 heads of 
state or government to find ways, 
of boosting growth without 
wrecking foie planet. 

Bfljed as a new chance for 


North and South to come 
together after the cold war, diplo- 
mats say the Rio meeting could 
turn instead into a new battleg- 
round over controversial issues 
such as debt, trade, forest ex- 
ploitation and the price of econo- 
mic progress. 

As delegations prepared for 
tiie pre-summit skirmishing Tues- 
day, the United States was taking 
most of the flak. Washington 
announced last Friday it would 
not sign one of the meeting's 
main treaties, a “biodiversity” 
agreement to protect endangered 
species and share foe riches from 
new products developed from na- 
ture. 

Delegations from the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) to Brazil 
condemned foe move, though it 
later became dear other leading 
nations including Britain and 
Japan also had serious reserva- 
tions. 

Diplomats said a drafting lapse 
during preparatory talks in Nairo- 
bi had produced a document 
which could be interpreted as 
giving convention authorities foie 
right to dictate how modi money 
individual countries should pay to 
finance the agreement 

An announcement that 
Washington would instead set 
aside tens of millions of dollars a 
year to help preserve the world’s 
forests did not impress tome dis- 
appointed delegates. 


Marco Azambnja, chief nego- 
tiator for host-nation Brazil, 
said foe U.S. forest money was a 
unilateral gesture which was out 
of tune with the Earth Summit's 
planet-wide agreements. 

“There is no linkage between 
not signing the biodiversity agree- 
ment and giving $200 million for 
forests,” he said. “One doesn’t 
rescue foie other.” 

Botswana’s delegation head 
Seeiso David Liphuko said: “The 
U.S. itself contributes greatly to 
foe sort of problem we are 
faring.” 

The environmental group 
Greenpeace described the U.S. 
forest money as a “cynical move 
to made Washington’s attempts to 
sabotage the Earth Summit.’' 

A spokesman for the U.S. de- 
legation, which has shunned the 
U.N. conference centre in favour 
of plusher facilities at Rio’s Sher- 
aton Hotel, said no one was 
available to comment. 

Politicians in Rio cautioned 
against reading too much into the 
pre-summit manoeuvring, saying 
that some nations liked to adopt a 
tough stance in public, only to fell 
happily into line during subse- 
quent dosed negotiations. 

The only firm agreement 
announced was a new $300 mil- 
lion loan to Brazil from the Ex- 
port-Import Bank of Japan. Part 
of the money .will be used to 
finance anti-pollution projects in 
Brazilian industry. 


Japanese delegation spokes- 
man Sadaaki Numaia said Tokyo 
felt its experience in coping with 
environmental problems caused 
by rapid development was useful 
to other nations. 

“We have learned that en- 
vironmental protection and eco- 
nomic growth are compatible,” 
he said in an interview. 

“If you pursue growth single- 
mindediy you pay for it very 
heavily.” 

In a separate development, 
Pele, foe legendary “king of soc- 
cer,” Monday told shun children 
that this^ week's Earth Summit 
will lead" to a better world. 

Pele, whose football genius 
propelled him from poverty to 
riches, was speaking to players in 
a soccer tournament between 
teams made op of children from 
■slums in Kenya and Brazil. 

“(The Earth Summit) marks 
.the kickoff to a better world, a 
better life,” Pele said at the 
tournament’s opening ceremony: 

Earth Summit organisers have 
appointed Pele a special ambassa- 
dor for the meeting, which w31 
bring together about 100 heads of 
-state in Rio De Janeiro over foe 
next two weeks to study ways of 
avoiding environmental disaster. ' 

‘Ten per cent of the (world’s) 
population lives well, ami 90 per 
cent live badly. We have to start 
thinking about people because 
without people, we cannot have 
ecology,” he sakL. 



Princess Stephanie 
admits she Is 
pregnant 

LONDON (R) — Princess 
Stephanie of Monaco says she is 
pregnant by a former royal body- 
guard but is in no rush to many 
her lover. Hello magazine said. 
The 27-year-old princess said in 
an interview with the glossy per- 
sonality magazine that ter family 
was “very happy” about her 
child, due to be born in Novem- 
ber. Palace officials in Monaco 
have declined to confirm or deny 
reports of impending mother-, 
hood for the onetime model and 
pop singer. The princess is pic- 
tured in the magazine kissing and 
cuddling with boyfriend Daniel 
.Ducruet, an ex-bodyguard to the 
Monaco royal family with whom 
she has fived for a year. They say 
they are thrilled about becoming 
parents and are convinced the 
child will be a boy, to be named 
Jonathan. Princess Stephanie was 
quoted as saying she wanted to 
marry Mr. Ducruet but not just 
yet, and the eventual ceremony 
would be a small, private affair 
rather than an extravagant royal 
wedding. Princess Stephanie is 
foe youngest of tire three children 
of Prince Rainier and his late 
wife, former American film ac- 
tress Grace Kelly. 

Clever monkey 
Inspires Chinese ' 
baby boom 

PEKING (R) — China, already 
unable to support its 1.14 bQlion 
people, is in foie throes of a baby 
boom fuelled by superstition that 
1992, the Year of the Monkey, is 
an auspicious year to give birth, a 
scholar warned. “China’s popula- 
tion has surpassed the support- 
able level in terms of natural 
resources available, the environ- 
ment and economic develop- 
ment,” State Council research 
fellow Gao Zbengaag said in an 
article in the official China Daily. 
The ideal population which China 
can sustain is 700 million people, 
Mir. Gao said.- The world’s most 
populous country is growing by 
16 minion people s year. “The 
po pul ati on problem will get more 
serious in 1992, unless the fondly 
planning policy is implemented 
more efficiently. “With a’ new 
baby boom underway, the 1990s 
are believed to be the last chance 
the country has to control the 
population,” Mr. Gao said. Many 
Chinese believe 1992 to be auspi- 
cious for having children because 
the monkey is one of foe cleverer 
animals symbolising each, year of 
the 12-year C hin ese calendar. In 
contrast, 1991 — tike Year of the 
Sheep — was thought to be un- 
lucky. 

‘Sham’ doctor 
prescribed shampoo 
cure 

I .RE DS, England (R) — A man 
alleged to have practised as a 
doctor for 30 years without any 
qualifications prescribed mouth- 
fuls of shampoo, a British court 
beard. Pharmacist Martin Spicer 
said the accused, Muhammad 
Saeed, also told some patients^ to 
rub cough medicine on their skm 
and to take tablets by the spoon- 
ful- “If one five millilitre of hair 
shampoo is to be taken three 
times a day, you tend to thmlr 
something is wrong,” said Mr, 
Spicer. He told a court in Leeds, 
northern England, that be noted 
serious errors in more than 250 
prescriptions written by Mr. 
Saeed over a six-month period. 
Mr. Saeed, 64, denies charges of 
ob t ai n in g money by faly. pre- 
tences and prop e rty by decep- 
tion. The case continues. 

Van Gogh thief gets 
4-year Jail term 

AMSTERDAM (R) — A court 
has sentenced a man to four years 
jail for stealing three early works 
JTDutdi painter Vim*nt Van 
Uqgb among foe most prized 
artists in foe world market, Jozef 
De Mul, a 37-year-old Dutcb- 
jan, was ; convicted of theft from 
me North Brabant Museum in 
foe southern town of Den Bosch 
m June 1990. One offoepamt- 
mgi was later found' to a bank 
safe deposit box in Bcfcnnn but 
foe other two are still jdssing. 
Mr. De Mol's wife was acquitted 
last week of trying- ' td'^eU the 
stolen works. A third suspect wifi 
stand trial later tins mbute- Ear- 
lier this year four apD-wre sent- 
to jail tnrmk . of. six and 
seven years for gteaEife^O Van 
Gogh paintings wife??® mil- 
lion from tins Van ^^P^dusenm 
in Amsterdan whs 

foe biggest art tiwft'W^^oita i 
War fi,but also one ffith? mo st 
short-lived as afroffo^printings 
were recovered by p$c® i™* 4 
few. hours later. 
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